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Friends of the Parks 
helps residents with 
questions, problems and 
issues concerning their 
neighborhood parks. Please 
contact us if you have 
concerns you wish to discuss 
or help solve.

We’d like 
to hear  
from you
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Dear 
Friend,

In 2010, with thousands of volunteers and hundreds    of partnerships, Friends of the Parks worked to 
improve parks, children’s playgrounds and forest preserves. With the Chicago Park District as a partner, more 
than 2,000 volunteers cleaned and greened parks on Earth Day as well as on 51 other community service 
days. Volunteers planted 112 trees in parks and mulched over 1,000 existing park trees. Groups added soft-
surface wood chips to 20 playgrounds and planted and maintained gardens.

In a new initiative, Friends of the Parks partnered with Children’s Memorial Hospital and the Grand Crossing 
Park Advisory Council on a two-day community build project. In June, 200 volunteers constructed a new, 
state-of-the-art playground in Grand Crossing Park with a climbing wall, five slides and three bridges. 

Our advocacy for new parks moved forward on several projects. 

Friends of the Parks, along with the River North community, advocated naming the river-edged park at Erie 
Street after park advocate A. Montgomery Ward, who fought for 20 years to protect Chicago’s lakefront as 
a public park. Vilified in his life, and unrecognized for shaping Chicago’s lakefront for 100 years, the park 
finally memorializes A. Montgomery Ward’s substantial impact on the city.

Friends of the Parks assumed responsibility for the maintenance of the Dunning-Read Conservation Area, a 
25-acre woodland and wetland site. A team comprised entirely of volunteers planted 32 trees and shrubs, 
rebuilt a mile-long walking path and removed tons of invasive plants. We sponsored an Eagle Scout project 
to construct two wood bridges over the creek. In the fall, a rain garden was started, and the beginning of a 
native plant nursery was established. 

Friends of the Parks developed a strategy to complete the lakefront park system. We began to implement The 
Last Four Miles Plan: A Plan to Complete Chicago’s Lakefront Parks by advocating the transfer of over 100 
acres of Port District land to the Chicago Park District for conservation and public recreation purposes. In 
addition, we worked to create a shared vision to link the completed south lakefront path to trails in South 
Chicago and the Calumet area. On the north lakefront, lower lake levels provided the opportunity to claim 
expanding beaches between Ardmore and Thorndale and between Albion and Pratt for public use.

We supported 30 park advisory councils by serving as their fiscal sponsor. The councils raised funds for new 
children’s playgrounds, recreation programs for teens in parks, and new gardens. Also, Friends of the Parks 
awarded $10,000 in Seed Grants to 20 park advisory councils. 

Our Outdoor Environmental Education classes provided 800 elementary school children with multiple field 
trips to Montrose Harbor and the South Shore Cultural Center. Over 150 high school students apprenticed in 
After School Matters projects in four parks. 

We extend our deepest thanks for your generosity and support. Together, we have much to celebrate in 
accomplishments in 2010, and we look forward to working with you in 2011. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Lauren Moltz	 Erma Tranter 
Chair, Board of Directors	 President
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Citywide Environmental 
Events  In celebration of the 
40th anniversary of Earth Day, 
Friends of the Parks hosted our 
21st annual Earth Day Parks 
and Preserves Clean-Up on 
April 17, 2010. Over 4,000 
volunteers from Chicago 
and Cook County neighborhoods 
cleaned and greened 108 sites in parks 
and forest preserves. Volunteers cleaned litter, 
mulched trees, planted new trees and removed invasive 

plants including buckthorn and garlic 
mustard. Twenty children’s playgrounds 

were improved with the work of 
volunteers who added two tons of Fibar 
to protect children from injury. 

Friends of the Parks participated in the 
Chicago Public Schools citywide Global 

Youth Service Day by supporting 120 
high school students who installed a walking 

path in Dunning-Read Conservation Area on the northwest 
side of the city.

With Friends of the Parks’ assistance, hundreds of 
volunteers celebrated National Public Lands Day by 
cleaning parks in September 2010. 

Community Service Work 
Days  In 2010, over 1,000 
volunteers participated in 
51 community service day 

events, improving the safety 
of playgrounds, mulching trees, 

building walking trails, planting 
native plant material and picking up litter. 

The community service events took place in 
parks, children’s playgrounds, forest preserves and 

at the 25-acre Dunning-Read Conservation Area. 

Adopt-A-Park/Adopt-A-Preserve  Friends of the Parks 
continued our successful Adopt-a-Park program at nearly 
100 parks. Volunteer groups took responsibility for their 
neighborhood park or preserve, tending to dozens of public 
land sites throughout the year. 

Tree Planting Project  We planted 25 native trees in 
Humboldt Park with volunteers from Wm. J. Wrigley Co. 
With volunteers from Exelon Corp., we planted 25 trees in 
Jackson Park in honor of Parks Ball honorees Vicky and 
George Ranney. With groups of volunteers from PepsiCo 
and the Boy Scouts, we planted 60 oak saplings in the 
Dunning-Read Conservation Area. In May 2010, Friends  
of the Parks’ volunteers and friends planted a grove of  
25 quaking aspen trees in Garfield Park in memory of 
Michael Scott, past president of the Chicago Park District.

Volunteers
in Parks 
and Preserves

Greening  
Chicago’s 
parks and 
preserves

Volunteers planted trees in Jackson Park, gardens at Touhy Park, and made dozens of other improvements to Chicago’s parks.

FOTP Ann Report 2010.indd   4 6/2/11   5:57:20 PM



5

Friends of the Parks 
worked in partnership 
with park advisory councils, 
governmental bodies and 
citizen groups to add new 
parks and protect existing park 
space throughout Chicago. 

We provided organizing support 
to more than 50 park advisory 
councils, attended dozens of local 
park advisory council meetings, and 
provided tools for park advisory councils 
to strengthen their relationships with the 
Chicago Park District. We hosted workshops on the Park 
District’s budget and capital improvement processes  
to direct dollars to neighborhood parks. 

Park Advisory Council (PAC) Network  Friends of the 
Parks hosted quarterly workshops for the citywide PAC 
Network. The workshops included sessions on the proposed 
Chicago Park District budget, maintenance and operations, 
gardening and greening and on how to get things done at 
the Park District. We hosted a reception for the new Park 
District Board President, Bryan Traubert, introducing him 
at the reception to 50 park leaders. 

Park Advocacy Conference  With the Chicago Park District, 
Friends of the Parks sponsored a Park Advocacy Conference 
in 2010, which drew nearly 200 park advisory council 
representatives and activists. Alderman Leslie Hairston 
delivered a keynote address advising park advocates to 
work together with elected officials and Park District 
representatives to make things happen. Experts presented 
workshops on safety and security, edible and floral 
gardening, effective strategies for working with elected 
officials, and developing park framework plans.

New Children’s Playground  In June 2010, Friends of 
the Parks and the Grand Crossing Park Advisory Council, 

along with Children’s Memorial 
Hospital, designed and organized a 

community build project. Over 100 
volunteers spent two days building 
a new state-of-the-art children’s 

playground at Grand Crossing Park 
(7655 South Ingleside Avenue) with five 

slides, a climbing wall and three bridges. 
The playground was designed and built 
to be fully accessible to all children. 

Funding and Planning a Memorial 
Playground  Friends of the Parks set up 

the Thomas Wortham IV Playground Fund and began 
the process to design and fundraise for a new children’s 
playground in memory of Thomas Wortham IV, a slain 
police officer. Wortham was a member of Friends of the 
Parks’ PAC Network and president of the 
park advisory council. Meeting with 
the Cole Park Advisory Council, a 
playground was designed and 
will be built with volunteers 
and the Chicago Park District 
in 2011. 

Seed Grant Program  Friends 
of the Parks awarded Seed 
Grants totaling $10,000 to 14 
park advisory councils. Seed Grants 
will pay for recreation equipment, 
park improvements, new gardens in parks, 
cultural programs and added recreational programs. 

Fiscal Sponsorship  Friends of the Parks acted as a fiscal 
sponsor for 31 park advisory councils. Because of our 
nonprofit status, all donations to park advisory councils are 
tax-deductible, facilitating the PAC’s ability to fundraise. 
The councils fundraised for new playgrounds, new facilities, 
additional trees or to implement new recreational programs. 

Partnerships  
and Advocacy in 
Neighborhood 
Parks

Supporting and 
strengthening park 
advisory councils 
to improve parks 
and programs

Friends of the Parks partnered with residents for improvements such as a playground at Grand Crossing Park.
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The Public Trust and Policy Initiative 
focused on protecting parks in 
Chicago by influencing major 
policy issues and proposals that 
would impact Chicago’s parks 
and preserves. 

Clean Chicago Harbors Program  Friends of 
the Parks initiated a project with the Chicago Park District, 
the Chicago Yachting Association and Westrec Marinas 

to create a first-ever Clean Chicago Harbors Program 
for the Park District’s nine harbors. In 2010, we 

developed a voluntary Clean Chicago Harbors 
Program to implement strategies to reduce 
fuel and oil spills, collect and manage used 
oil and petroleum, clean bilge water, improve 
boat cleaning in harbors and reduce litter, trash, 

plastic and fish waste in Chicago’s harbors. The 
Clean Chicago Harbors Program enters its second 

year in 2011. 

Lake Michigan and Chicago Lakefront Protection 
Ordinance Issues  Friends of the Parks urged the City of 
Chicago’s Department of Zoning and Land Use to revise 
the outdated maps (1972 Lakefront District) which are part 
of the Lakefront Protection Ordinance. As a result, the 
city hired a consultant to update the maps and include 
lakefront parcels and new beaches that the Chicago Park 
District has acquired. 

New Harbors  Friends of the Parks reviewed construction 
plans for two new harbors on Lake Michigan. After 
Friends of the Parks’ recommendations for the reduced 
height of a harbor station building were incorporated, we 
added our support for the proposed new Gateway Harbor 
south of Navy Pier. On the south side, we advocated for 
an additional lake fill to create park land as part of the 
proposed 31st Street Harbor, as well as the reduction of 

surface parking lots. Parking will be 
constructed underground with park 

land above the parking. 

Last Four Miles: A Plan to Complete 
Chicago’s Lakefront  Friends of the Parks 

presented recommendations to the Chicago Plan 
Commission regarding the nearly 500-acre U.S. Steel 
brownfield site on the south lakefront between 79th and 
92nd Streets. Friends of the Parks advocated expanding 
park land terraced down to the level of Lake Michigan to 
permit the creation of beaches and usable park space for 
recreation.

Friends of the Parks worked to implement the Last Four 
Miles plan by: 1) working with the Chicago Park District 
to claim newly created beaches in the Rogers Park and 
Edgewater neighborhoods; 2) endorsing continuous public 
access along Lake Michigan between Hollywood and Devon 
Avenues as depicted in the Edgewater Environmental 
Sustainability Project; 3) promoting state legislation 
transferring 100 acres of property at Iroquois Landing 
not used by the Illinois Port District to the Chicago Park 
District for public recreation purposes; and 4) incorporating 
the Last Four Miles Plan in the GO TO 2040 Regional Plan, 
which includes trail connections with South Chicago and 
the Calumet area. 

A. Montgomery Ward Park  We successfully petitioned 
the Chicago Park District to rename Park 511 at 630 N. 
Kingsbury St. as “A. Montgomery Ward Park.” Through 
many years of lawsuits and appeals, Ward kept Grant Park 

“forever open, clear and free” for the people of Chicago, 
but was vilified by city leaders and corporate colleagues 
who wanted to develop that land. A century after he 
won his battle for the people, the Chicago Park District 
commemorated his name.

Public Trust 
and Policy 
Initiative

Protecting 
Chicago’s 
park legacy

Protecting 
Chicago’s  
natural heritage  
in Cook County 
Forest Preserves

The Last Four Miles proposal for the South Works site, and dedication ceremonies at A. Montgomery Ward Park at Erie and the river.
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Forest Preserve Policy 
Implementation  Friends of 
the Parks worked to prevent 
land transfers to other 
municipalities for roadway 
expansions. The City of Des 
Plaines sought land to widen 
River Road for a proposed 
new casino. We argued that 
the width could be reduced, 
and that forested land was needed in 
exchange for an easement. As a result, 
the road easement was narrowed to a few feet, and the City 
of Des Plaines transferred eight acres of land contiguous to 

the same forest preserve to the Forest Preserve 
District of Cook County. 

The City of Orland Park requested a 
permanent easement to widen a 
roadway. Opposing the permanent 
easement resulted in a reduction of 
the size of the easement, but more 
importantly, it resulted in the Village 
of Orland Park transferring 50 acres 

of land to connect two existing forest 
preserves in Orland Park. 

Friends of the Parks served on a task force to 
review the forest preserve’s ordinance for encroachments 
on forest preserve land. We worked closely with the legal 
and planning departments to revise the existing code and 

Forest
Preserve
Initiative

Protecting 
Chicago’s  
natural heritage  
in Cook County 
Forest Preserves

ordinance. The Forest Preserve District’s legal 
department began immediately to enforce the 
new code. Several encroaching fences and 

illegal uses were removed, and the land 
was restored for public use. 

Stewardship and Volunteer Projects  Friends 
of the Parks organized a series of workdays 

to remove litter and invasive species by several 
volunteer stewardship groups at forest preserve 

sites including Whistler Woods, Dan Ryan Woods 
and Busse Woods.

We continued restoration initiatives at the Dunning-
Read Conservation Area in Chicago. Friends of the Parks 
volunteers constructed a mile-long walking path, rebuilt 
seating areas, planted native plants, trees and shrubs and 
removed invasives from this 25-acre site. Nearly 3,600 
volunteer hours of work were provided to ensure that the 
Dunning-Read Conservation Area is a publicly-usable 
natural area. 

Friends of the Parks organized and supported fifteen forest 
preserve worksites throughout Cook County. Hundreds of 
volunteers cleaned and greened these sites. 

Education  Friends of the Parks engaged in ongoing 
recruitment and training of volunteers in ecological 
management practices. We brought more than 100 Chicago 
high school students to nearby forest preserves to conduct 
ecological restoration work and learn about ecology. 

Volunteers improved trails and cleared invasive species from forest preserves and the Dunning-Read Conservation Area.
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Friends 
of the Parks 
successfully expanded 
its environmental education 
program for public school 
students, connecting with a broad 
range of students primarily from low-income 
communities.

Nature Along the Lake  We worked with 800 students 
from 12 Chicago Public Schools during the school year, 

providing outdoor science education at 
two outdoor classroom sites: Montrose 

Harbor on the North Side and 
South Shore Cultural Center on the 
South Side. Students learned the 
fundamentals of Great Lakes ecology, 
dune formation and maintenance, 

tree species and bird identification. 
Students also learned how to fish. 

After School Matters Earth Team 
In spring, summer and fall, 
Earth Teams were based at 
Chicago parks, serving teens 

from local high schools. During 
the summer, Friends of the Parks 

employed 75 teens in the Earth Team programs at 
Humboldt, Calumet and Horner Parks. The teens engaged in 
field work, lab experimentation, wildlife study and career-
building activities. A few highlights from this year’s Earth 
Team:

• 	Carver Academy students studied the ecology of 
Beaubien Woods and created an environmental music 
video filmed in the woods

• 	Humboldt Park high schoolers completed environmental 
art projects and created Earth Day park tours and 
activities

• 	Horner Park students encouraged community 
involvement in parks and green issues, arranging for 
park clean-ups, mulching and nature games for children. 

Environmental
Education

Bringing 
the classroom 
outdoors

Earth Team students became active caretakers of their neighborhood parks while learning about the natural environment.
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Friends of the Parks hosted 
educational and social events 
focusing on parks and preserves. 

The 35th Annual Meeting and 
Awards Luncheon  Friends of 
the Parks honored the work of 
individuals and organizations that 
most significantly contributed 
to the improvement of Chicago’s 
parks and forest preserves. More 
than 150 guests attended to salute 
our awardees: 

Matt Haas  Individual Award

Greater Englewood Greening Association   
Advocacy Award

Motorola  Corporate Award

Representative Esther Golar  Legislative Award

Alderman Robert Fioretti  Legislative Award 

Friends of the Eugene Field Park Playlot  
and the Eugene Field Park Advisory Council   
Park Advisory Council Award

Ashe Beach Park Advisory Council 
Park Advisory Council Award 

Charles P. Schwartz, Jr. Leon Despres Lifetime Commitment 
to Parks Award for his four decades of devotion to improve 
parks

Symposia  Rod Sellers of the Southeast Historical Society 
spoke at the Calumet Heritage Partnership Conference 
about adding 400 acres of lakeshore parks from 71st Street 
to the Indiana Border. That same month, at the Loyola 
University Burnham Centennial Symposium, Friends of the 
Parks took part in a panel discussion of the Last Four Miles 
Plan, which also calls for adding lakeshore parks on the 
North Side. The Edgewater Historical Museum exhibited the 
Last Four Miles Plan.

Creative Living in the City Lectures  Friends of the 
Parks co-hosted with Active Transportation Alliance and 
the Chicago Cultural Center a free public lecture series 
featuring topics:

•  Walkable Urbanism and the Green Future of 
Cities

•  Treasured Chicago Destinations by Foot, Bike 
and Public Transit

•   Biking in Chicago in Winter 

•  Trails, Trails, Trails: Completing the Lakefront 
Trail Linked to Regional Network 

Parks Ball  The Parks Ball honored Vicky and George 
Ranney for their lifelong dedication to parks and to the 
environment. Vicky Ranney co-founded Friends of the 
Parks, and both of the Ranneys have taken 
leadership roles in many public-spirited 
organizations and projects over the 
years. Both were among the first to 
advocate building park land over 
the railroad tracks adjacent to Grant 
Park in downtown Chicago, a dream 
finally realized when Millennium 
Park was built. The Ranneys developed 
Prairie Crossing, a nationwide model of 
environmentally conscious development. More than 225 
guests came to the South Shore Cultural Center to honor 
the Ranneys, support Friends of the Parks, and, incidentally, 
to have a ball!

Friends of the Parks’ L.A.T.E. Ride   
In July 2010, thousands of bicyclists stayed up all night for 
Friends of the Parks’ signature event—presented by Sports 
Authority and Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas—and 
pedaled 25 miles throughout the city after midnight. The 
22nd annual nighttime bicycle ride raised funds for our 
vital advocacy work and gave cyclists a unique opportunity 
to bike through Chicago neighborhoods and parks under 
the moonlight.

Friends of the Parks’ Junior Board  Friends of the Parks’ 
Junior Board hosted two fundraiser events: a fall wine 
tasting at WineStyles and a winter event at Murphy’s 
Bleachers. On Earth Day, the group volunteered at Lincoln 
Park Playlot where they removed litter and added Fibar soft 
surface material to the playground. 

Public
Education 
and Member
Events

Activities 
flourished 
throughout  
the year

Thousands of cyclists at The L.A.T.E. Ride showed their exuberance at the start, and celebrated at the end.
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Volunteer 
ProfileConsider…

You drive by a previously brown open 
space in your community. To your 
surprise, you discover a beautiful, vibrant 
space recreated, seemingly overnight, into a 
wonderland of flowers and shrubs.

To your delight, you hear the cheers of parents, siblings 
and friends as the baseball diamond erupts with joy 
after a solid hit. After brief discussion with a spectator, 
you learn that the coaches are volunteers and that the 
uniforms were donated by the park advisory council.

Banners fly high on a public street. A dynamic park 
logo accompanies a corporate sponsor. You research 
the online website promoted on the banner and realize 

There are those who complain about problems in our city, 
be it gangs, drugs or the condition of some of our parks. 
And then there is Maggie Martinez, who has made it her 
life’s work to be an agent of change.

Born in Monterey, Mexico, she came to Chicago at age two. 

the volunteer park advisory council is working to 
raise a significant amount of money to revitalize 

and renovate a local park.

How do these changes happen? Who is responsible? 
The answer is park advocates. Park advocates are 
those concerned citizens who, through passion 
and commitment, help paid park and recreation 
professionals make ours a better world. These dynamic 
individuals create a sense of community that would 
not exist without their relentless commitment to drive 
positive change. This profile highlights an exemplary 
volunteer for her achievements. There are many more 
out there. Thank you for your dedication to improving 
our communities.

As a seven-year-old at Skinner Elementary School, Maggie 
straddled the English and Spanish-speaking worlds, often 
acting as a translator, helping Hispanic adults communicate 
within the school system. “I have always been a connector,” 
she remarks. “It’s a gift!”

After graduating from Wells High School, she worked for 
many years, using that “connector gift” at the Chicago 
Board of Education, serving in the role of Community 
Representative. Yet it was after she and her husband Mario 
purchased a three-flat just west of Humboldt Park, more 
than 40 years ago, that her true calling emerged.

Maggie has witnessed first-hand the problems that hit idle 
youth the hardest. From dealers selling drugs “24/7” in the 
alley behind her home, to intimidation and assault by gang 
members, Maggie and Mario needed to make a decision: 
should they stay and raise their children, or move to the 
suburbs? She found her answer during a retreat sponsored 
by the Neighborhood Housing Service. What she thought 
was a chance to go to a Wisconsin hotel and do some 
swimming turned into a weekend of daylong sessions that 
changed her life. Energized by the experience, she became 
a neighborhood leader. “I never did get to swim that 
weekend,” she notes.

Martinez started the Block Club Federation. For one of her 
first tasks, she enlisted a few of her neighbors and other 
children to clean litter out of Humboldt Park. From just 
20 adults and children, her annual clean up of Humboldt 
has grown to attract more than 900 volunteers each April. 
For the past 10 years, she has coordinated that event with 
Friends of the Parks’ Earth Day Parks & Preserves Clean Up. 
After a morning of cleaning and greening, which includes 
a tree planting each year, the afternoon is devoted to a 
celebration which includes donated food and fun activities 
for the children. So many people come to Humboldt Park 
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for Earth Day that their efforts now extend to other parks 
in the neighborhood, including Simon Park, Greenbaum 
Park and the new Park 514.

Maggie has expanded her involvement to include initiating 
youth programs to her neighborhood. Most recently, for 
example, she has started the Youth Innovation Program 
on Environment Education (YIPEE), which helps teach 
youngsters about environmental education, imparting 
to our next generation of stewards the importance of 
community service and giving back to our society. She 
beams as she describes how the program has grown to 80 
children at two sites. “When they are young, it’s the best 
time to teach them these values. I tell them: ‘This is our 
park!’” 

Maggie also established the Youth Making a Difference 
(YMD) in partnership with Broader Urban Involvement and 
Leadership Development (BUILD). YMD teaches children 
important social values as well as skills that will stay with 
them the rest of their lives. She gave as an example one 
former 10-year-old boy who is now attending Claremont 
College in California. Each summer, he returns to the old 
neighborhood to serve as a youth director, working directly 
with the neighborhood kids, and helping Maggie to write 
grants.

Martinez is particularly proud of her efforts a few years 
back, working with the Chicago Park District, the 26th 
Ward office under then-Alderman Billy Ocasio, then-State 
Senator Miguel Del Valle, Openlands, Friends of the Parks 
and Metra to claim a small parcel of land along a steep 
trestle. After raising $350,000, the forgotten corner of West 
Humboldt was turned into a new park. Known currently as 
Park 514, it boasts a small pergola plus several plantings. 
The park is a pastoral gem in the middle of a vast urban 
expanse.

As if she has not done enough, Maggie volunteers to help 
staff the concessions stand at Little Cubs Field, recently 
constructed on the Kedzie Avenue side of Humboldt Park. 
She also attends regular CAPS meetings, partnering with 
police to help keep gangs and drugs out of the park. She 
has also established healthy eating workshops for parents, 

teaching them about eating better food to improve their 
health and that of their children. In her spare time, she 
helps to maintain gardens at Lowell School, and she is 
active in her parish, Blessed Virgin Mary.

Maggie divides her plants and shares them with neighbors, 
increasing the green in the city every chance she gets. She 
acquired that special love of nature from her late mother 
Maria, who first gave Maggie her own plant to tend in their 
garden. Once she learned it was hers to keep alive, she was 
hooked on the “love of Mother Nature.”

Maggie and Mario, a retired chef, will celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary later this year. They raised four 
children and now boast seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. She looks with satisfaction at the hundreds 
of children whose lives she has touched, many she doesn’t 
recognize now since they have grown up, but who all come 
back to thank “Mrs. Martinez” for making an important 
difference in their lives.

She has nothing but kind words when talking about 
Friends of the Parks and the partnership that has developed. 

“If not for Friends of the Parks, I would not have gotten 
involved in Humboldt Park. It’s only when you start doing 
something that things will change.”

Maggie
Martinez
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and Wesley Skogan
Allen R. Smart
Dede and William A. Spence
Bonnie L. Spurlock
Roger Taylor
John Vinci
Mary and Michael Woolever

$1,000 and Above
Kendra Beard
Ellen J. Benjamin and  

Frederick N. Bates
Jennifer and Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Tom Duffy
Diane and David Heller
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Charles E. Marks, Jr.  

Charitable Trust
Barbara and John Massey
Janice and Marshall Matz
Jacqueline Sloan and Len Nowak
Dr. Serge JC Pierre Louis
Alicia and Peter Pond
Janet Reali
Albert R. Schreck and  

Joel Wells Schreck
Susan and Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Erma Tranter
Stanley R. Weinberger

Benefactors

 
$500 - $999
Anonymous (1)
Alsdorf Foundation
James Alter
Joanne Bauer
Lynda and Carl Birkelbach
Paul Boyd
John Buenz
Lois Lipton and Peter Carey
Jennifer and Robert Clarke
Kay Clement
Oscar O. D’Angelo
Charlotte and Richard Ewald
Susan and Brian Fargo
Olive Weech Feinberg
Richard G. George
Sophie and Robert P. Gordon
Ian Grossman
Brenda and James Grusecki
Lee M. Jampol, M.D.
Michael Kandarer
Pamela Kolzow
Carol and Robert B. Lifton
Sari and Clark Maxfield*
Katherine Newhouse
Jean and William O’Neill
Gary Ossewaarde
Robert E. Otter
Ellen Partridge
Richard Pincus
Dayna Santoro Moser
Gerda Schild*

Patrons

$100-$249
Anonymous (2)
Susan Adler
Barbara and Gary Allie
Sheila and James M. Amend
Susan Anderson	
Ashe Park Advisory Council
Dorie and Laurence B. Ashkin
Athletic Field Advisory Council
Oswelda A. Badal
Frank Beal
Suzan and Victor Bernhard, M.D.
Jeanne and Edward Berry
Ann Bidwell
Vanice and Ernest C. Billups
R. M. Menegaz and  

The Bock Family
Glenna Eaves and  

Christopher J. Boebel
Leila Lee Botts
Susan F. Bowey	
Leah and Jack Bowman
Bowmanville Community 

Organization
Nancy Juda and Jens Brasch
William Brauer
Carol and Bob Brix
Renton K. Brodie
Buttercup Playlot Advisory Council
LaDonna Carlton
Lynn and Fairbank Carpenter
Virginia and Robert Christensen
Clark Park Advisory Council
Carol Coletta
Maude and Ludovic Comeau
Commercial Park Advisory Council
Noreen and Gilbert Cornfield
Robert Costillo
William Crane
Pamela Crutchfield
Alderman Vi Daley
Jean Silvestri, M.D.  

and J. Dade Darby
Alice Lyon and Daniel Davies
George W. Davis
Deborah Jones and Michael Davis
Ronald O. Decker
Quinn and Robert Delaney
Senator James A. DeLeo
Judith Dever
Christine and Lou Dias
Dona DiCaro
William S. Donnell
George E. Douglas
Peter B. Draper	
Josephine and Richard Dunbar
Liz Michaels and Thomas Dutton
Eckhart Park Advisory Council
Betty and Norman Elkin
Esther P. Emmerman
Susan and Jerome Ettelson
Eugene Field Park  

Advisory Council

Earnest and Carmen Fair
John and Diana Faulhaber
Carol and Steven Felsenthal
Signe and Donald Ferguson
Edwin Ferguson
Sarah L. Flosi
Representative  

Barbara Flynn Currie
Paul E. Freehling
Judith A Friedman
Friends of Chase Park Theater
Friends of Dickson Playlot Park
Friends of Eugene Park
Friends of Filbert Playlot Park
Friends of West Edgewater Park
M. J. Gapp
Gavlin Family Foundation
Nancy and Isak V. Gerson
Virginia and Gary Gerst
Woodward Bennett  

and William Gerstein
Mary Rose Alexander  

and Timothy Gilfoyle
Lionel Go
Carlyn Goettsch
Stephen B. Goldberg
Sophie and Robert P. Gordon, M.D.
Sylvia G. Gordon
Maureen and Gerald Goun
Grand Crossing Park  

Advisory Council
Jerry Grant
Cynthia Gray
Shana Green
Dr. Janet Wolter Grip
Harriet Gross
Sandy M. Guettler
Joseph Hanc
Glen F. Hackmann
Susan C. Haddad
Charles C. Haffner III
Mirja and Edward Haffner
Joan M. Hall
Jan and R. Dickey Hamilton
Patricia Haneline
Katherine Harris and Robert Harris
John F. Hartray Jr.
Diane and David Heller
Janet and Robert Helman
Linda F. Hellstedt
William Hinchliff
E. Franklin Hirsch
Jeanne and William A. Hjorth
Tracy Taylor and Douglas Hoerr
Vicki and Bill Hood
Mary Lunz Houston  

and James Houston
Gregory Huddlestun
Saran and Robert Ayer Hutchins
Kathleen Black Hurley
Indian Boundary Park Playground
Daneen Jachino
Evelyn and Richard Jaffe
Judith James
JJR
Timothy Bard Johnson
Nancy Kimble
Diana and Neil King
Bernice and Norman Koglin
Amy Kontrick
Lenore Murphy  

and Chester R. Kropidlowski
Marilyn Kutzen
A. Jeanne LaDuke
Winfred M. Leaf
Judith and William Locke
Chris H. Lonn
Myrna and Don Lord
Lowe Park Advisory Council
Kasey and Marty Madden
James E. Mann

Supporters

October 1, 2009–
September 30, 2010

Frederick 
Law Olmsted 
Circle

*Burnham & Ward Society
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Judy and Jim MacDonald
The MacDougal Family Foundation
Beth Lange and William Martin
Beatrice C. Mayer
McKinley Park Advisory Council 
Troy McMillan
Frances Tuite and Simon Meredith
Merryman Playlot  

Advisory Council
Rebecca and Frank C. Meyer
Jean and Robert Meyers
Julianne Migely
Joan and David Miller
Ronald Miller
Thomas Miner
Barbara and Tom Miner
Cindy and Steve Mitchell
Ronald Mitchell
Chris Morey
Sarah Morris
Vreni Naess
Nash Park Advisory Council
Bessie Neal
Kerstin and Frank E. Nicholson
Janis and John Notz
Susan and John O’Connell
Megan M. O’Donnell
Joan and Harold B. Olin
Stephanie Dulawa  

and Abraham Palmer
Thomas Parrillo
Parkreation, Inc.

Barbara and David Parson
Jean and Bill Peterman
Ross H. Petersen
Barbara and Richard Phelan
Jan and Harold Pomerantz
Dr. Charles Pounian
Donald P. Powell
Margaret Power	
Richard H. Prins
Paige Prochazka
Dennis Propp
Claire and Gordon Prussian
Helene and Norman Raidl
Victoria and George Ranney, Jr.	
Penny Brown and Jeffrey Rappin
Jane Ratcliffe
Katie and Robert Remer
Dr. Edward Riley
Jean and Bill Robinson
Anne Rorimer
Ralph Rydholm
Susan Semonoff and Stephen Sagar
Bettylou and Paul Saltzman
Terry Rose Saunders
Barry Schmidt
Carol Schneider	
Barbara J. Sedelmaier
Betty and Richard Seid
Shabonna Park  

Playground Committee
Melissa B. Shakman
Beverly and Myron Shapiro

Robert F. Sharp
Dr. Karen Sheehan
Sheil Park Advisory Council
Sophia Sieczkowski
Thomas A. Silberman
Richard Simmon
Site Design Group, Ltd.
Skinner Park Advisory Council
Benjamin Slad
Gwyn Smith
South Lakeview Playground Park
Julie Stagliano
Judith Stein
Gwen Stern
Joan and Eugene Stunard
Steven Duane Swanson
Ruth Swislow
Taylor-Lauridson Advisory Council
Sue M. Tice
Anne and James K. Toohey
Ernie Toth
Touhy Park Advisory Council
Trust for Public Land
Bonita and David Turner
Murray and Virginia Vale Foundation
David J. Varnerin
Veteran’s Park Improvement Assn.
Mark Vrba
Pamela and Doug Walter
Carolyn Watnik
Shirley Weese Young
Laura and Robert Watson
Cynthia Winter  

and Nicholas Weingarten
F.A. and Robert G. Weiss
James M. Wells
Kay and Robert D. Wertz
Willye B. White Park  

Advisory Council
Jody Ciral Williams
Mary and John Willis
Ann Wolff
Carol JH Yetken
Christine and Thomas Young
Lucy Salenger and Marvin Zonis

“Give  
for Green” 
Pledges

$2,500
Ellen J. Benjamin  

and Frederick N. Bates

$1,500
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Alicia Pond

$1,000 
Phoebe and Fred Boelter
Caryn and King Harris
Jane and Richard Jander

$500
Linda Corby and Frank Beal
Judy and Philip D. Block, III
Krista Ward and Lou Karnezis
Gloria and Daniel P. Kearney
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Judy and John McCarter

Pat and David Mosena
Len Nowak and Jackie Sloan
Sharon Vadeboncoeur

$250
Dr. and Mrs. Amos Madanes
Rachel and Grant Mantz
Robert E. Roemer

$100 - $150
Judith Stockdale and Jonathan Boyer
Liz Michaels and Thomas Dutton
CeCe Edwards
Virginia Fitzgerald
Deborah Greenberg
Ian Grossman
Reuben Hedlund
Charles Katzenmeyer
Sylvia and Larry Margolies
Barbara Miner
Deborah and Harvey Strauss
Eileen Sweeney
Susan and Tom Weingartner
Deborah Yanowski

Corporate & 
Foundation 
Support

The Louis R. Lurie Foundation has 
provided a grant of $225,000 to 
Friends of the Parks in support of  
The Last Four Miles initiative. 

$20,000 - $60,000
Alphawood Foundation
Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Exelon
Bowman C. Lingle Trust
Peoples Energy
Prince Charitable Trust
Taproot Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
After School Matters
Arcelor Mittal
Field Foundation of Illinois
Kohl’s Department Stores
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick 

Family Foundation
Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas
Sports Authority
Unilever Corporation
William Wrigley, Jr. Company

$5,000 - $9,999
Bank of America
Burpee Foundation
Chicago Public Schools
Davee Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Ford Motor Company
HSBC
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Shape Magazine
The Signature Room at the 95th
Simple Green
Herbert Wenske Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Abbott
Anonymous
Ariel Capital Management
Bike & Roll Chicago
Boston Consulting
The Care of Trees
Clif Bar
Deloitte
EarthShare of Illinois
Goldman Sachs
Golin Harris
Illinois Environmental  

Protection Agency
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Jewish Federation
Jocarno Fund
Keen Footwear
KPMG
McKinsey & Co.
Mesirow
Michigan Apples
MillerCoors / Leinenkugel’s
MINI Cooper
Mizuho Bank
Motorola Foundation
Quaker
Phil Stefani Catering
Sulzer Family Foundation
Tawani Foundation
Walgreens Pharmacy
Zurich North America

$100 - $999
Allied Gloves
Alsdorf Foundation
Argo Tea
Bill Bartholomy Foundation
Best Way Technologies
Blue Diamond Almonds
Cardinal Fitness
Carmeuse USA
Cascal
Chicago Wolves
Kenneth Douglas Foundation
EAS Myoplex
East Bank Club
Eli’s Chicago’s Finest
Feinberg Foundation
Field Foundation of Illinois
Fisher Nuts
Fruit2Day
Gem Realty
Inconceivable Theater
Donald Learner Family Foundation
Lifeway Foods
L L Bean
Magid Gloves
Metromint
Panasonic
Proper Balance  

Health & Wellness Center
R.W. Knudsen
River North Residents
Silk
Sugar Bliss
Tasty Catering
That’s Caring
VitaFusion
Wells Lamont Gloves
Whole Foods

October 1, 2009–
September 30, 2010
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Parks 
Ball 
2010

Friends of the Parks would 
like to thank the following 
individuals and businesses 
for their generous support 
of the Parks Ball 2010.

Tables of Ten
Benefactor Table of Ten ($3,000)
Ellen J. Benjamin and Fred Bates
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Janet Reali and Mitchell Cobey
Northern Trust Co.
Dayna Moser and Joseph Moser / 

Goldman Sachs
Alicia and Peter Pond
Vicky and George Ranney
Jacqueline L. Sloan, Inc.

Individuals
Benefactors ($1,000 per person)
Diane and Shevlin Ciral

Conservers ($500 per person)
Dr. Judy Bensinger
Hans and Christa Boden
Jennifer and Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Richard and Mary L. Gray
Amy and Don Lubin
Dawn Clark Netsch
Robert E. Roemer
Honorable Corinne and Paul Wood

Contributors
$3,000
Mr. and Mrs. King Harris
Peter O’Brien /  

O’Briens Riverwalk Café

$1,000-$2,499
Paula and Oscar O. D’Angelo
Jeffrey and Karen Davis
Donna and Jack Greenberg
Cindy and Steven Mitchell
Ellen and Jim Stirling

$500 - $999
Victor M. Bernhard, M.D.
Lynda Birkelbach
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew K. Block
Jackie and John Bucksbaum
Barbi and Tom Donnelley
Cheryl and Hill Hammock
Janis W. and John K. Notz, Jr.
Shoreline Sightseeing
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thomas

$250 - $499
Linda Corby and Frank Beal
John Buenz
The Honorable and Mrs. John 

Cullerton
Pamela Crutchfield
Carol Eastin
John J. George
Mary Laraia
John W. Rogers / Ariel Investments
John Syvertsen / OWP/P Cannon 

Design
Maria Finitzo and Anton R. Valukas

$100 - $249
Queta and Ron Bauer
Deb Donnelley
Merri Ex
Robert T. Gordon, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Lieberman
Frank Nicholson
Shauna and Karl Peet
Susan Reed and Ed Schwartz
Leigh Breslau and Irene Sherr
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Francis and Lorna Straus
Sandy and Alan Toback

Special thanks to all of our 
guests, contributors and 
auction donors who gave so 
generously to Friends of the 
Parks.

In-Kind 
Contributions

Active Transportation Alliance
Allied Glove and Safety Products
Argo Tea
Lee Auerbach
The Bar Method
Joanne Bauer, Bauer Latoza Studio
Lauren Bauer
Chad Bell
Best Way Technologies
Bike & Roll Chicago
Binny’s Beverage Depot
John Buenz / Solomon Cordwell 

Buenz
Kenneth C. Burkhart
The Care of Trees
Cascal
Chicago Athlete Magazine
Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club
Chicago Cultural Center
Chicago Department of Cultural 

Affairs
Chicago Park District
Chicago Police Department
Chicago Wolves
City of Chicago
Clif Bar
Competitor Magazine
EAS Myoplex
East Bank Club
Eli’s Chicago’s Finest
A. Finkl & Sons Co.
Fisher Nuts
Florisculpture / Catherine Longmire
Forest Preserve District of Cook 

County
Fruit2Day
Jeff Goeters
Gold Standard/Binny’s
Goose Island Brew Pub
Thom Greene, Greene & Proppe 

Design
Hug the Moon Wellness Studio
i2i-Design.com

Icon Printing
Injury Free Chicago at Chicago 

Children’s Memorial Hospital
Jelly Belly
Mardee Kasik
KEEN
Peter Kindel, Adrian Smith +Gordon 

Gill Architecture
R.W. Knudsen Family
LaGrou Distribution Systems
Leinenkugel’s
Lifeway Foods
Magid Gloves
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Metromint
Michigan Apples
Pat and Scott Miller
MINI Cooper
Barbara K. Minster
Noodles & Co.
Old Town School of Folk Music
Online Productions
Package Containers, Inc.
Sid Pazol
Pepsico
Phil Stefani Signature Restaurants
Proof Daily
PRP Wine International
R.W. Knudsen
Rank Entertainment
Bill Reynolds
Shape Magazine
Sharprint
Sheffield Press
Shoreline Sightseeing
Silk
Simple Green
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
Don Stark, Adrian Smith +Gordon 

Gill Architecture
Sports Authority
Carl Thompson
Edward K. Uhlir, FAIA
Unilever
Via Media
Village Cycle Center
Washburn Culinary Institue
Wells Lamont Gloves
Whole Foods
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company
Wow Bao
Wyler’s Light
WXRT-FM 93.1 Radio
Lynn Wier
ZYM

George and Vicki Ranney (left) were honored at the Parks Ball, where entertainment included players from Redmoon Theatre Co.
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    I’ll help preserve, protect and improve Chicago’s parks.

Unaudited figures  
for the period  
October 1, 2009 to  
September 30, 2010

 

Membership Contributions	 $137,935

Corporate Contributions	 164,798

Foundation Grants	 239,250

L.A.T.E. Ride 2010	 323,592

Parks Ball 2010	 117,085

Park Tours and Special Events	 10,456

EarthShare of Illinois	 5,813

Miscellaneous/Interest	 10,973

Total Revenue	 $1,009,902

Sign me up as a member today! Enclosed is my contribution.

  $25 Student/Senior	   $50 Family	   $500 Benefactor

  $35 Individual	   $100 Patron	   $1,000 Frederick Law Olmsted Circle

  $50 Advisory Council	   $250 Conserver

  My check payable to Friends of the Parks is enclosed.      My company’s matching gift form is enclosed

  Please charge my credit card:	   Visa      MasterCard       Discover

Account Number                        Expiration Date	 Signature

Name	 Telephone Number

Address	 Email Address

City, State, ZIP	 Employer (if applicable)

Financial 
Statement

Education/member services	     100,117

Volunteers in Parks Program	     143,138

Citizens Advocacy in Parks 	     149,539

Policy and Research Program	     154,009

Environmental Education	     77,013

L.A.T.E. Ride 2010	 167,070

Parks Ball 2010	 43,354

Park Tours and Special Events	 5,246

Forest Preserve Initiative	       69,300

Seed Grant Program	       10,000

Administration 	       77,013

Total Expenses 	   $995,799

Excess of Revenue over Expenses	   $14,103

Fund Balance
Beginning of year	    $338,206

End of year 	    $352,309

Yes!

Revenue

Expenses
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