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Friends of the Parks works to protect, 
improve and expand Chicago’s parks and 
forest preserves in Cook County.

Advocate
Friends of the Parks 
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Alderman Leslie Hairston Provides Good Advice 
To Park Advisory Councils During March Conference

On March 27, 2010, Alderman Les-
lie Hairston gave the keynote speech at 
Friends of the Parks’ and the Chicago Park 
District’s Park Advocacy Conference. She 
began by explaining that she has seen 
park advisory councils change dramati-

cally over the past 
decade. From small 
park councils with 
few members, they 
have grown to 
include broader rep-
resentation and more 
sophistication.

Based on her experi-
ence working with park advisory councils, 
Alderman Hairston offered six recommen-
dations to park advisory council activists. 

My first point: to get things done, you 
must put competition aside.

Second, credibility and trust must be 
established between Park District, Park 
Advisory Council and Alderman.

The alderman’s office provides strong 
support for an advisory council even if the 
alderman doesn’t agree with the council 
on every issue. The alderman has access 
to information and resources and the 
community at-large. He or she can write 
letters, testify at board meetings, talk to 
other elected officials, let you know about 
other groups that can be helpful, and help 
you recruit volunteers. Your alderman can 
help mediate, get through gridlock and 
assist in facilitating meetings. You must 
build relationships with your alderman 
and with Chicago Park District staff, ad-
ministration and board members. 

Third, don’t let budgets - or other red 
tape - deter you. Let it be your guide.

For the rest of our natural lives and 
beyond, there will ALWAYS be budgetary 

concerns. We are working with limited tax 
dollars. Ask for what you want and then 
figure out a way to pay for it. Sometimes, 
it may take long-term planning, fundrais-
ing, grant writing, corporate dollars or 
another creative way. Please don’t forget 
to include maintenance, repairs and staff-
ing. These are often overlooked but are 
necessary to the success of the park!  

Fourth, choose your battles.
Every issue is not worth fighting for. 

It will cost you your council’s credibility. 
Choose only those battles that impact 
your community the most. For example, 
South Lake Shore Drive had bridges over-
head to link one side to the other. It was 
beautiful when they had hanging flowers 
from them and everyone was content to 
rebuild or repair them. However, when 
we received funding to rebuild the Drive, 
I suggested that we install underpasses 
to ensure safe passage across Lake Shore 
Drive. With much trepidation and some 
resistance by the Park District and the 
former alderman, the project seemed dif-
ficult. It was the community and I who 
pushed for the underpasses. In hindsight, 
it was the best solution. 

However, you can’t have it your way 
all of the time and sometimes you must 
agree to disagree. For example, the mud 
swamp on the north end of 63rd Street 

Beach was intended to be a natural wet-
land. Unfortunately, it became a stag-
nated mosquito-infested watering hole 
that could drown children, and the Park 
District had to staff it with a lifeguard. 
The Army Corps of Engineers, the Park 
District and the advisory council all sup-
port the project. The alderman thinks it’s 
a dangerous accident waiting to happen, 
but I am not choosing this battle. 

Fifth, we must bridge the gap be-
tween senior advisory members and new 
members.

We can learn a lot about our park sys-
tem by listening to historical stories about 
the parks and surrounding communities. 
We should not ignore history, but we must 
also encourage and embrace new people 
with new ideas. We can learn from them. 

Finally, I have learned that there has 
to be a balance between the interests of 
the community, the Park District, the 
alderman and the city as a whole.

Superintendent Mitchell and his staff 
have been accessible, available, visible and 
attentive to the community and to me. He 
has listened to our concerns and criti-
cisms and has not been afraid to engage 
us. Although we may not always agree, 
we respect one another and work well 
together. At the end of the day, I know that 
everyone has done their best. 

Federal Legislation Introduced to Support Urban Parks
The federal Urban Revitalization 

and Livable Communities Act, HR 3734, 
pending in Washington, would autho-
rize $445 million over ten years for park 
development, enhancement and park 

maintenance. During eight years of the 
previous administration, the federal gov-
ernment did not make any funds available 
for urban parks. Friends of the Parks sup-
ports this important and overdue bill. 

Alderman Leslie Hairston



2   Friends  of the Parks • Spring 2010

Chicago Plan Commission Approves Planned 
Development and Master Plan for U.S. Steel Site

The Chicago Lakeside Develop-
ment Project received approval from the 
Chicago Plan Commission to convert a 
nearly-500-acre brownfield site into a 
new residential community on Chicago’s 
southeast side. The long-awaited develop-
ment will create housing, commercial and 
entertainment uses, and parks on land 
cleared of steel manufacturing buildings 
in 1997. 

Friends of the Parks supported a 
smaller Planned Development proposal, 
approved on April 15, 2010 for the con-
struction of commercial, residential and 
mixed uses on 77 acres west of U.S. Route 
41. Friends of the Parks recommended 
plans for adequate and usable parks to 
meet the needs of the anticipated 7,000 
new residents in the development area. 

Friends of the Parks recommended 
changes to a separate Chicago Lakeside 
Development Plan for 475 acres on the 
old U.S. Steel site east of U.S. 41. The 
Master Plan calls for 13,500 residential 
units, a new street grid, commercial, retail, 
cultural amenities, public parks and open 
spaces. 

Friends of the Parks testified that the 
Master Plan omitted a vision for the future 
lakefront park. The Plan included only a 
narrow strip of lakefront (300’ in width) 
designed 12 feet above Lake Michigan 
with a fence to prevent users from fall-
ing into the lake. The Plan included an 
unimaginative lakefront design that, if 
used as a guide by the Park District, will 
produce a limited park, inaccessible to 
Lake Michigan and inadequate in scope. 

Friends of the Parks presented the fol-
lowing recommendations:   

•	 The city should fully engage the Chi-
cago Park District in planning for the 
future lakefront park system.

•	 The Master Plan should encourage the 
Chicago Park District to add lake fill 
for a larger and more imaginative park 
design that terraces down to Lake 
Michigan. 

•	 A percentage of future TIF dollars (30-
50%) should go to the Chicago Park 
District for constructing the lakefront 
parks. 

•	 The developer should transfer the 
specified lakefront land (100 acres) 
to the Park District within a year of 
approval of the PD and Master Plan so 
that District officials can seek funds for 
developing the lakefront parks. 

•	 The city should update the outdated 
and erroneous 1973 Lakefront Protec-
tion Ordinance maps to capture the 
public ownership of various lakefront 
properties.

Please check www.fotp.org for up-
dates on this project.

The Chicago Lakeside Master Plan shows the development 
of the USX site. Global Youth 

Service Day  
A Success

On Saturday, April 24, in partnership 
with Chicago Public Schools, Friends of 
the Parks hosted over 100 students at the 
Dunning-Read Conservation Area as part 
of Global Youth Service Day. Students 
from Chicago Academy, Mather, Schurz, 
Vaughn Occupational, Al Raby and Fore-
man High Schools learned about steward-
ship of our natural areas while restoring 
a mulched trail, picking up litter and 
removing invasive species. 

Chicago Public Schools Service Learn-
ing Initiative Office helped recruit over 
2,000 students across the city to engage 
in service learning activities with various 
agencies. Friends of the Parks enjoyed par-
ticipating in this ambitious and successful 
event with Chicago Public Schools.

Neighborhood Park News: Activities 
Flourish Around the City
Albany-Whipple Park News

In January 2010, the Trust for Public 
Land, Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail 
and the Logan Square Neighborhood 
Association asked Friends of the Parks to 
help them establish a park advisory coun-
cil. Since that time, the Albany-Whipple 
Park Advisory Council has elected a board 
and has met three times with the Chicago 
Park District to discuss proposed design 
sites. Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Rails to Trails Conservancy, the Friends of 
the Bloomingdale Trail will fund a unique 
and innovative piece of art for Albany-
Whipple Park.

Ashe Park’s Greening Initiatives
From supporting aldermanic efforts 

to pass the Clean Power Ordinance to 
promoting water workshops and high 
school youth leadership opportunities, the 
Ashe Park Advisory Council (2701 E. 74th 
Street) advocates continuously on behalf 
of environmental issues. The Council part-
ners with organizations like the Chicago 
Center for Green Technology, the Chicago 
Department of Environment and the Ac-
tive Transportation Alliance in an effort to 
improve the world in which we live.

(continued on p. 6)
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Friends of the Parks Works to Implement Last Four Miles
For several years, Friends of the Parks 

has worked with community groups and 
local and state public officials to increase 
park land and natural areas with connect-
ing greenways in Chicago. In 2009, we 
published The Last Four Miles: A Plan 
to Complete Chicago’s Lakefront Parks, 
in which we proposed adding 500 acres 
of new parks and beaches to complete 
the public lakefront park system. The 
Plan would add 400 acres on the south 
lakefront, including connections with 
natural areas and existing and proposed 
recreational trails in the Calumet area, and 
approximately 100 acres on the north lake-
front linking Lincoln Park with Evanston. 

To begin two of the phases of the plan, 
Friends of the Parks is working with the 
Chicago Park District to claim the new 
beaches created in the last ten years by the 
significant lowering of the Lake Michi-
gan’s water level, as well as by the natural 
southward movement of beach sand along 
the Illinois shore. 

On the South Side, between the 
Calumet River and 95th Street, Iroquois 
Steel (later Youngstown Steel) expanded 
its steel mill by dumping slag into the 
lake in the early 1900s. In 1978, after the 
closing of Youngstown Steel, the Illinois 
International Port District took ownership 

of the 190-acre property. 
The Port District devel-
oped the Iroquois Land-
ing Lakefront Terminus 
for port activities on 90 
acres of the site along 
the Calumet River. The 
Port Authority left the 
100 acres south of the 
Lakefront Terminus and 
contiguous to Calumet 
Park vacant and fenced 
off from public use. 

We are working with 
state legislators on two 
bills to transfer land to 
the Chicago Park District.  
Senate Bill 3779, under 
review in Springfield, 
would transfer the 100-
acre vacant unused por-
tion of Iroquois Landing 
from the Port District to 
the Chicago Park District 
to expand Calumet Park. 

A second bill, Senate 
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Bill 3778, would transfer approximately 40 
acres on the eastern shore of Lake Calumet 
from the Port District to the Chicago Park 
District. The land on the eastern shore 
of Lake Calumet would provide public 

access to Lake Calumet and also link to 
the lakefront trail system and the Cal Sag 
Trail. 

Green Harbors Initiative Kicks Off for Boating Season
Friends of the Parks, the Chicago Park 

District, Westrec Marinas, the Chicago 
Yachting Association and the Chicago 
Department of Environment recently part-
nered with the city’s boating community 

to implement best environmental practices 
for Chicago’s nine harbors and the parks 
adjacent to those harbors. 

Entitled Chicago Green Harbors Pro-
gram, this green initiative will urge volun-
tary compliance in a proactive approach 
to environmental stewardship. Program 
leaders will educate boaters, park  
users and harbor management staff about 
Best Boating Environment Practices. The 
practices address critical environmental 
issues such as waste management, storm 
water control, spill prevention, specialized 
recycling and improving the quality of 
Lake Michigan.

Several coastal cities have established 
clean harbor programs, and many Great 

Lakes states have examined ways to mini-
mize their impact on lake environments. 
Michigan has established a voluntary 
Clean Marina Program, and, to date, has 
designated twenty-one sites as Clean 
Marinas. 

Chicago harbors that comply with 
a set of environmental criteria will win 
certification as a Green Harbor and will re-
ceive a Green Harbor flag to fly. Architect, 
boater and Friends of the Parks’ Board 
member John Buenz designed the Green 
Harbor flag. 

The Chicago Green Harbors Program 
kicked off in May.John Buenz, partner of Solomon Cordwell Buenz and a 

Friends of the Parks’ board member, designed the Green 
Harbors flag.
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Park Advocacy Conference Draws Park Activists
On Saturday, March 27, over 150 Park 

Advisory Council (PAC) representatives 
joined together at the beautiful South 
Shore Cultural Center to network with 
council members from across the city in 
hopes of leveraging best practices and 
building relationships. 

Friends of the Parks, the Chicago Park 
District, the City of Chicago and several 
non-profit community organizations 
conducted interactive discussions during 
two breakout sessions covering nine areas 
of interest. Topics of discussion ranged 
from “How to work effectively with gov-
ernment and partners to improve parks 
and preserves” to “Growing gardens 
for healthy and beautiful communities.”  
Conference attendees selected breakout 
sessions of interest. Many PACs sent sev-
eral representatives. 

In consideration of advisory council 

time commitments, the conference lasted 
three hours. Feedback indicated that 
advisory councils would not only like 
to attend a similar event on an annual 
basis, but would also like to spend more 
time in breakout sessions. Panelists also 
found the discussions riveting. We expect 
that through this conference, council 
members initiated relationships that will 
result in ongoing, positive communica-
tions between park advocates and officials 
throughout the city. 

Erma Tranter, President, Friends 
of the Parks; Shawn Schmidt, Chief of 
Staff, the Chicago Park District; and Tim 
King, Director of Community Affairs and 
Government Relations, provided opening 
remarks. Alderman Leslie Hairston gave 
the keynote address (see page 1 for story).  
Bob Pickens, Vice President of the Chicago 
Park District Board of Commissioners, 

and Timothy Mitchell, Superintendent 
and Chief Executive Officer of the Chicago 
Park District, provided closing remarks. 
All involved offered a sincere thank you to 
park advisory council volunteers for their 
work in the parks. 

Ann Sather Restaurant and Julius 
Meinl generously provided refreshments 
and the Garfield Park Conservatory  
Alliance provided beautiful floral arrange-
ments. 

As a partner in the City of Chicago’s 
Tree Initiative, Friends of the Parks has 
joined with other city organizations to 
increase the tree canopy in Chicago by 
planting thousands of trees over the next 
several years. The partnership wants to 
increase the tree canopy in Chicago from 
13% to 20%. 

Our 2010 program includes a plan to 
plant 100 trees in Chicago’s parks and give 
away 300 more trees to citizens for plant-
ing in 2010.

Exelon Corporation has provided a 
generous matching challenge grant of 
$10,000 to Friends of the Parks to plant 100 
trees in Chicago this year. For every new 
donation of $100 (or an increase in current 
membership by at least $100), Exelon will 
contribute to Friends of the Parks in fulfill-
ment of that pledge. In this way, gifts to 
Friends of the Parks can be doubled, and 
Chicago will get hundreds of new trees in 
our parks!

Friends of the Parks kicked off the ini-
tiative on Friday, April 16 with employees 
from Wm. Wrigley, Jr. Company in Hum-
boldt Park. We planted 25 native trees just 
east of the Humboldt Park Boathouse. 

Chicago Tree Initiative Seeks to Plant Thousands of Trees
On Earth Day, April 22, we planted 25 

trees with Exelon employees in Jackson 
Park in honor of Vicky and George Ran-
ney. On April 30, employees from PepsiCo 
planted 30 oak saplings in the Dunning-
Read Conservation Area. On May 15, 

we planted a memorial grove of trees in 
memory of former Chicago Park District 
Board President Michael Scott. 

For more information on this program, 
please contact John O’Connell at (312) 857-
2757 extension 16 or oconnellj@fotp.org.

Park District Restricts Public Participation
On October 14, 2009, the Chicago Park 

District Board of Commissioners changed 
the rules for public participation at Com-
mittee and Board meetings. The Board did 
not permit the public to review the rule 
changes. After receiving the resolution, 
Friends of the Parks argued that the fol-
lowing rules severely limited the public’s 
role in policy discussions: 

“Speakers will be limited to speak on 
one (1) agenda item during one Com-
mittee meeting and cannot speak to any 
other item from other committee meetings 
scheduled from the same date.”  

A speaker attending the three com-
mittee meetings would have to select one 
item from all three committee agendas 
and comment on only that one item (of 

perhaps thirty items total). The rule un-
necessarily restricts speakers. 

“Groups must select a maximum of 
two (2) representatives from those who 
have signed up to speak on their behalf. 
The Board Secretary will schedule group 
speakers according to topic.”  

Friends of the Parks believes that any 
person who has taken the time to come 
to the Park District’s Board meeting and 
wishes to speak should be able to testify. 

Finally, the new rules require that the 
public arrive a half hour early to sign up 
to speak, wasting both the Park District 
staff’s and the public’s time.

We have urged the new Board Presi-
dent, Dr. Bryan Traubert, to revoke these 
restrictions. 
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Friends
Indeed

Major Contributors  November 1, 2009 through April 30, 2010
We gratefully acknowledge these important contributors who so generously support Friends of the Parks.

Friends
Indeed

Major Contributors  November 1, 2007 through April 1, 2008
We gratefully acknowledge these important contributors who so generously support Friends of the Parks.
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Alphawood Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Stanley Kleinstein Trust
Bowman C. Lingle Trust
Chauncey and Marion D. 

McCormick Family Foundation
Prince Charitable Trust
Taproot Foundation
$10,000 - $19,999
After School Matters
Helen Brach Foundation
HSBC
McDonald’s
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Peoples Gas & North Shore Gas
Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

Bank of America
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Sports Authority
$5,000 - $9,999
Chicago Public Schools
Commonwealth Edison
Davee Foundation
Earth Share of Illinois
Ford Motor Company
Madison Dearborn Partners
Marion Lloyd Trust
Men’s Health
Motorola Foundation
Northern Trust Corporation
Peoples Energy
Simple Green
Irvin Stern Foundation
Unilever Corporation
Wenske Foundation
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (1)
The Brickman Group, Ltd.
The Care of Trees
Carmeuse USA
Clif Bar
Compubill
Crain-Maling Foundation
Deloitte
Donnelley Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Ernst & Young
Ford Motor Company
Irving Harris Foundation
Holsten Real Estate
Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency
Jeep
Jocarno Fund
Merrill Lynch
Quaker/Pepsico
Pritzker-Pucker Family Foundation
Pritzker-Traubert Family 

Foundation
S&C Electric Foundation
Schawk Family Foundation
Sulzer Family Foundation
Tawani Foundation
Walgreens Pharmacy
Robert C. Wislow Foundation
$500 - $999
Allied Glove & Safety
Alsdorf Foundation
Ariel Capital Management
Asics
Bear Naked
Be Our Guest
Bill Bartholomay Foundation
Capital IQ
Kenneth Douglas Foundation
Edelman Family Foundation
Enelow Fund
Ernst & Young
Factset
Garmin
Glascott’s Saloon
Golfsmith
Harris Bank
Heartland RV, LLC
Hostess
Intralinks
Jewish Federation
Keen
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Learner Family Foundation
Lehman Brothers
Magid Gloves
Metropolitan Properties of  

Chicago LLC
Monitor Group
Proofdaily
RBS Greenwich Capital
Rockit Bar & Grill
Tampax
UBS
Underground
Wells Lamont Gloves
William Blair & Company
Wynnchurch Capital, Ltd.

*Deceased

Barbara and Gary Allie
Sheila and James M. Amend
Frank Beal
Kendra Beard
Suzan and Victor Bernhard, M.D.
Jeanne and Edward Berry
Vanice and Ernest C. Billups
R. M. Menegaz and The Bock Family
Leila Lee Botts
Susan F. Bowey
Leah and Jack Bowman
Nancy Juda and Jens Brasch
Renton K. Brodie
Buttercup Playlot Advisory Council
LaDonna Carlton
Virginia and Robert Christensen
Commercial Park Advisory Council
Noreen and Gilbert Cornfield
Oscar O. D’Angelo
Jean Silvestri, M.D. and J. Dade Darby
Alice Lyon and Daniel Davies
George W. Davis
Quinn and Robert Delaney	
Senator James A. DeLeo
Judith Dever
Christine and Lou Dias
William S. Donnell
George E. Douglas
Peter B. Draper
Josephine and Richard Dunbar
Liz Michaels and Thomas Dutton
Eckhart Park Advisory Council
Susan and Jerome Ettelson
Eugene Field Park Advisory Council
Carmen and Ernest Fair
Carol and Steven Felsenthal
Signe and Donald Ferguson
Edwin Ferguson
Sarah L. Flosi
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie
Paul E. Freehlin
Judith A. Friedman
Friends of Eugene Park
Sylvia G. Gordon
M. J. Gapp
Richard G. George
Virginia and Gary Gerst	
Woodward Bennett and William Gerstein
Stephen B. Goldberg
Sophie and Robert P. Gordon, M.D.
Jerry Grant
Dr. Janet Wolter Grip
Harriet Gross
Sandy M. Guettler
Susan C. Haddad
Charles C. Haffner III
Mirja and Edward Haffner
Joan M. Hall
Jan and R. Dickey Hamilton
Patricia Haneline
Diane and David Heller
William Hinchliff
E. Franklin Hirsch
Vicki and Bill Hood
Saran and Robert Ayer Hutchins
Indian Boundary Park Playground
Evelyn and Richard Jaffe
Judith James
JJR		
Timothy Bard Johnson
Diana and Neil King
Amy Kontrick
Lenore Murphy and Chester R. 

Kropidlowski
A. Jeanne LaDuke
Winfred M. Leaf
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Judith and William Locke
Chris H. Lonn
Lowe Park Advisory Council
Kasey and Marty Madden
James E. Mann

p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t

Frederick Law 
Olmsted Circle

$1,000 and Above
Ellen J. Benjamin and Frederick N. Bates
Jennifer and Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Charles E. Marks, Jr. Charitable Trust
Barbara and John Massey
Janice and Marshall Matz
Jacqueline Sloan and Len Nowak	
Alicia and Peter Pond
Janet Reali
Albert R. Schreck and Joel Wells Schreck
Susan and Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Stanley R. Weinberger

Benefactors

$500- $999
Anonymous (1)
James Alter
Joanne Bauer
Lynda and Carl Birkelbach
John Buenz
Kay Clement
Susan and Brian Fargo
Olive Weech Feinberg
Lee M. Jampol, M.D.
Pamela Kolzow
Carol and Robert B. Lifton
Robert E. Otter
Ellen Partridge
Richard Pincus
Dayna Santoro Moser
Jennifer M. Schulte
Susan and Pat Sheehan	

Conservers

$250- $499
Katherine and Christopher Barber
Ellen and George Benson
Lesley and Spencer J. Bloch
Virginia Carlson
Camille Carrig
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Laurie and Bruce Davidson
Dirk Denison
Reven Uihlein Fellars and Reed Fellars
Alderman Robert Fioretti
Marcia L. Flick
Dr. Arthur L. Frank
Barbara Hermann
Shane Korshak
David Lesser
Dawn Clark Netsch
Richard Nopar
Aurie A. Pennick
Dwight Powell
Margaret Power
Eleanor and Robert Roemer
Jill and Ron Rohde
Ellen Sandor
Ruth and David Sharpe
Rose Shure
Joanne Cicchelli and William S. Singer
Barbara Puechler and Wesley Skogan
Allen R. Smart
Dede and William A. Spence
John Vinci
Mary and Michael Woolever

Patrons

$100- $249
Anonymous (2)
Susan Adler

$10,000 - $19,999
After School Matters
Burpee Foundation
Ford Motor Company Fund
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick 

Family Foundation
Unilever Corporation
Wm. Wrigley, Jr. Co.
$5,000 - $9,999
Arcelor Mittal
Bank of America
Davee Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
HSBC
Kohl’s Department Stores
Men’s Health	
Northern Trust
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Peoples Energy
Simple Green
Irvin Stern Foundation
Herbert Wenske Foundation
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (1)
Abbott Fund
The Brickman Group, Ltd.
Bill Bass Foundation
The Care of Trees
Clif Bar
Deloitte
EarthShare of Illinois
Goldman Sachs
Irving Harris Foundation
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Jewish Federation
Jocarno Fund
KPMG
McKinsey & Co.
Mizuho Bank
Motorola Foundation
Quaker
Schawk Family Foundation
Phil Stefani Catering
Sulzer Family Foundation
Tasty Catering/That’s Caring
Tawani Foundation
Walgreens Pharmacy
Zurich North America
$100 - $999
Allied Gloves
Alsdorf Foundation
Argo Tea
Ariel Capital Management
Bill Bartholomay Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
Carmeuse USA
Chicago Wolves
Clif Bar
Kenneth Douglas Foundation
East Bank Club
Eli’s Chicago’s Finest
Erie Café
Equinox
Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Field Foundation of Illinois
GEM Realty Capital
Donald Learner Family Foundation
L.L. Bean
Magid Gloves
Panasonic
River North Residents Association
Sugar Bliss
Wells Lamont Gloves
Whole Foods

** The Louis R. Lurie Foundation has 
provided a grant of $225,000 to Friends 
of the Parks in support of our Last Four 
Miles initiative.

Beth Lange and William Martin
Frances Tuite and Simon Meredith
Thomas Miner
Chris Morey
Nash Park Advisory Council
Kerstin and Frank E. Nicholson
Janis and John Notz
Susan and John O’Connell
Megan M. O’Donnell
Joan and Harold B. Olin
Gary M. Ossewaarde
Stephanie Dulawa and Abraham Palmer
Parkreation, Inc.
Barbara and David Parson
Jean and Bill Peterman
Ross H. Petersen
Barbara and Richard Phelan
Dr. Serge JC Pierre Louis
Jan and Harold Pomerantz
Dr. Charles Pounian
Richard H. Prins
Claire and Gordon Prussian
Helene and Norman Raidl
Victoria and George Ranney, Jr.
Penny Brown and Jeffrey Rappin
Jane Ratcliffe
Dr. Edward Riley
Jean and Bill Robinson
Anne Rorimer
Susan Semonoff and Stephen Sagar
Bettylou and Paul Saltzman
Betty and Richard Seid
Melissa B. Shakman
Beverly and Myron Shapiro
Robert F. Sharp
Dr. Karen Sheehan
Sophia Sieczkowski
Thomas A. Silberman
Richard Simmon
Site Design Group, Ltd.
Benjamin Slad
Judith Stein
Deborah and Harvey Strauss
Steven Duane Swanson
Ruth Swislow
Sue M. Tice
Anne and James K. Toohey
Erma Tranter
Bonita and David Turner
Murray and Virginia Vale Foundation
David J. Varnerin
Veteran’s Park Improvement Assn.
Pamela and Doug Walter
Laura and Robert Watson
Cynthia Winter and Nicholas Weingarten
F.A. and Robert G. Weiss
James M. Wells
Kay and Robert D. Wertz
Jody Ciral Williams
Mary and John Willis
Lucy Salenger and Marvin Zonis 

	

corporate and 
foundation support
$100,000 and Above
The Louis R. Lurie Foundation**
$20,000 - $60,000
Alphawood Foundation
Burnham Plan Centennial Committee
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Exelon
Bowman C. Lingle Trust
Prince Charitable Trust
Taproot Foundation
A. Montgomery Ward Foundation
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Friends of the Parks Hosts its 35th Annual  Meeting and 
Awards Luncheon to Celebrate Parks and Park Advocates

Friends of the Parks hosted its 35th 
Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon 
on February 4 at the Chicago Cultural 
Center. Nearly 150 people were on hand to 
celebrate this milestone in our history. Tim 
Mitchell, General Superintendent of the 
Chicago Park District, gave the keynote 
speech. He addressed park programs and 
park issues that the Chicago Park District 
will administer throughout the year. 

New Board Members Elected
Friends of the Parks elected Mary Ken-

nelly of Conlon Public Strategies, Madiem 
Kawa of the Washington Park Conservan-
cy, and Kelly Townsel as new trustees of 
Friends of the Parks’ Board of Directors.

Matt Hass accepts the Individual Award from Friends of the 
Parks’ Board Chairman Lauren Moltz. Matt has become an 
important steward at Busse Woods. 

Motorola Foundation president Eileen Sweeney accepts the 
Corporate Award for Motorola’s support of the environment 
through their Global Service Day each year.

The Honorable Toni Preckwinkle (center), fresh from her 
victory as Democratic Nominee for Cook County Board 
President, enjoys a moment with Friends of the Parks’ staff 
members Angela Cisneros and Amy Donatell.

Park Advocacy Awards
The 2010 awardees included:
Individual Award: Matt Haas
Corporate Award: Motorola
Advocacy Award: The Englewood Green-
ing Association
Park Advisory Council Award: Eugene 
Field Park Advisory Council
Park Advisory Council Award: Ashe 
Beach Park Advisory Council 
Legislative Award: State Representative 
Esther Golar
Legislative Award: Alderman Robert 
Fioretti
Leon Despres Lifetime Commitment to 
Parks Award: Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.

The Honorable Robert Fioretti, Second Ward Alderman, 
accepts the Legislative Award from Lauren Moltz, Friends 
of the Parks’ Board Chair.

Qae-Dah Mohammad accepts the Advisory Council Award 
for Ashe Beach Park as Friends of the Parks’ Director of 
Neighborhood Parks Jill Heise looks on.

Events and More Events at Chase Park
By all accounts, Chase Park Advisory 

Council (4725 N. Ashland) has already 
had a busy 2010. Many people braved the 
cold on a snowy Saturday in March as the 
Chase Park staff, the Chase Park Advisory 
Council, Alderman Gene Schulter and 
State Representative Greg Harris attended 
the official groundbreaking of the Chase 
Park Playlot Renovation. Plus, the Council 
also had a record turnout at the March 27 
Spring Eggstravaganza!  

The Council continues to raise funds 
to support playground renovation and 
park programming through events such 
as the May Ladies’ Night, the June Raven 
Festival, and the not-to-be-missed Circus 
in the Parks (date to be announced soon). 

(continued on p. 7)

Neighborhood News (cont’d)
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Grove of Trees in Memory of Michael 
Scott Planted in Garfield Park

Friends of the Parks’ volunteers and 
friends of Michael Scott planted a grove 
of 25 Quaking Aspen trees in Garfield 
Park in memory of the past Chicago Park 
District Board President. 

Friends of the Parks officially dedi-
cated the Michael Scott Grove on May 19 

at the Garfield Park Conservatory. Friends 
of the Parks will continue to accept dona-
tions for this program. Please contact John 
O’Connell, Vice President of Develop-
ment, at (312) 857-2757 extension 16 for 
more information on contributions and 
how to help at the planting. 

Friends of the Parks Supports Plan for Gateway Harbor
Friends of the Parks supported the 

design and location of the new Gateway 
Harbor south of Navy Pier. The Chicago 
Park District will construct public ameni-
ties including a half-mile, 30-foot-wide 
public promenade for walking, fishing 
and experiencing the skyline and Lake 
Michigan. The Park District will create 
new public land to connect Dime Pier to 
Gateway Park. 

Boaters will benefit from a new 240-
slip harbor in Lake Michigan. For the first 
time, Chicago will offer 160 transient slips 
for visiting boaters and will provide 80 
additional rental mooring slips. 

Friends of the Parks stated concerns 
about the height of the proposed struc-
tures. Park District officials considered 
our concerns and reduced the harbor/
café building heights by nearly 12 feet. 
The Park District also plans to build LEED 
silver-certified structures. Friends of the 
Parks made specific recommendations 
to improve the plan as it moves ahead 
toward blueprint production:
1. 	 The design of the buildings should 

include significant sun control on the 
south facing façade to ensure the com-
fort level of users both in summer heat 
and winter cold. 

2. 	 The design should incorporate cost-
efficient and simple glass cleaning and 
maintenance systems so that the Park 
District will not need to set aside future 
tax dollars for such tasks.             

3. 	 The design should use only bird-
friendly glass to protect migratory 
birds from crashing into the glass 
buildings. We underscored that need. 

4. 	 We commended the Park District and 
the City for protecting Gateway Park 
by prohibiting any parking on the site.  
We recommend the parking restriction 
continue in perpetuity.
We will keep members updated on 

this plan at www.fotp.org.

Lowe Park’s Recreation Programs 
K.O.P.E. stands for Keep Our Park Ex-

isting. The newly rejuvenated Lowe Park 
Advisory Council (5203 S. Lowe Avenue) 
has adopted K.O.P.E. as its mission. Lo-
cated just south of 51st Street and west of 
the Dan Ryan Expressway, this four-acre 
park includes a small field house, basket-
ball and volleyball courts, and an athletic 
field intended for football, softball and 
baseball. Supported by the diligent work 
of the advisory council, the field house 
recently reopened and the park came 
under the supervision of a new recreation 
leader. Children and community members 
of all ages have joined together in Lowe 
Park for fun, recreation and park clean-up 
projects. 

The Council will continue to help the 
Chicago Park District staff enhance park 
programs by hosting a variety of commu-
nity fundraisers, including a 2010 commu-
nity carnival. Future plans include family 
reading nights, movie days, competitive 
sports, game tournaments and other 
events to unite the community. 

Baseball Conflict at Popular Oz Park 
The Oz Park Advisory Council 

(601-733 W. Webster Avenue) expressed 
concerns to the Chicago Park District, 
Alderman Vi Daley and to Friends of 
the Parks over a recently-established Oz 
Park Baseball Association. The Oz Park 
Advisory Council has existed for more 

than 30 years, but the Park District failed 
to notify the Council of an agreement 
with the new Baseball Association for use 
of all three baseball fields in Oz Park for 
every weekend through early August. 
The Council worried that the youth in the 
community would no longer have access 
to the baseball fields on weekends. 

Alderman Vi Daley called a meeting 
with all the interested parties and mediated 
an agreement. The Baseball Association 
agreed to spend up to $15,000 to maintain 
the baseball fields and other areas in Oz 
Park. The little leaguers and their parents 
agreed to clean the fields of any litter after 
each game. The Baseball Association will 
meet with the Council at the end of the sea-
son to review the Little League program. 

Wicker Park’s Kids Grow Program
This spring the Wicker Park Garden 

Club offered a unique opportunity for 
children ages 5-11 to design a music gar-
den, grow plants from a seed, grow heir-

Neighborhood News (cont’d) loom tomatoes and herbs for their homes, 
learn sustainable gardening and green 
technology, and learn garden design.

Parkways Foundation and Friends of 
the Parks funded or supported the Club’s 
Earth Day classes.

Washington Park’s Nature Area 
The Washington Park Conservancy 

held leadership training in Washington 
Park (5531 S. Martin Luther King Drive) to 
teach volunteers how to mulch trees, lead 
groups and to become good stewards. 
Other exciting Washington Park activities 
included a controlled burn in the nature 
area and a teen ecological adventure with 
teens from the Gary Comer Youth Center. 

The Washington Park Conservancy 
offers regularly-scheduled nature area 
habitat restoration work days every third 
Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, from 
March to October. The group meets on the 
southeast corner of the lagoon near the 
Fountain of Time sculpture. 
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Successful Earth Day Parks & Preserves Clean-Up
Draws 4,000 Hard-Working Volunteers to 108 Sites

Chicagoans came out in large num-
bers to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
Earth Day as part of Friends of the Parks’ 
and the Chicago Park District’s Earth Day 
Parks & Preserves Clean Up, presented by 
Exelon Corporation. 

On Saturday, April 17, the Saturday 
before Earth Day, over 4,000 volunteers 
removed litter, mulched and planted trees 
in city parks, and removed invasive spe-

cies such as buckthorn and garlic mustard 
in several forest preserves. Participants 
cleaned and greened over 108 parks and 
forest preserve sites that morning!  

Employees of several Earth Day spon-
soring companies also helped with the 
clean-up. More than 25 Kohl’s Department 
Stores sent associates to assist at seven 
sites that morning. Staff from Zurich 
North America helped at Busse Woods. 
KPMG staff pitched in at the Dunning-

Friends of the Parks Awards Seed Grants for Park Projects
Friends of the Parks established its 

Seed Grant Program in 2003 to provide 
resources for volunteer-led projects in 
Chicago parks and forest preserves. We 
designed the Seed Grant Program to 
build stronger communities, develop alli-
ances and foster a sense of care for parks. 
Through this program, park advisory 
councils can apply for small grants to 
support local park projects to green parks, 
provide children’s programs and activi-
ties, offer free special events, and sponsor 
innovative cultural programs.

In 2010, Friends of the Parks awarded 
Seed Grants to fourteen park advisory 

councils, dog park associations and com-
munity partners. We provided $10,000 for 
projects by the following organizations:
Park 550: facility equipment
Churchill Field: dog water fountain
Edmonds and Junction Grove: community 

projects
Eugene Field: summer family fest
Golden Gate Homeowners Association: 

beautification
Gompers: yoga program 
Hamlin Park Dog Friendly Area: dog park 

improvements
Leclaire/Hearst: community festival
Kilbourn: nature board and education

Lowe: grand opening celebration and 
materials

Mayfair: gymnastics equipment
Nash Community Center: Wii equipment 

and board games
Unity: art in the park events 
Weisman: playground renovation

Thank you and congratulations to all 
Seed Grant applicants. We encourage you 
to continue to improve your parks and 
communities. Chicago residents appreci-
ate your efforts!  Please check www.fotp.
org in fall 2010 to apply for a 2011 grant. 

(continued on page 9)

Exelon volunteers planted 25 trees in Jackson Park near the Museum of Science & Industry to celebrate Earth Day.

A young Earth Day volunteer models this year’s official 
t-shirt.  Leticia Estrada of the Humboldt Park Earth Team 
created the winning design in Friends of the Parks’ annual 
Earth Day t-shirt design contest. Brandon Antoniewicz of KPMG loads mulch into a 

wheelbarrow at the Dunning-Read Conservation Area.
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Parks Used as Outdoor Classrooms
Friends of the Parks’ Earth Team - 

our after-school program for high school 
students - finished its spring session by 
leading Earth Day stewardship activities 
at various parks and preserves.

The Horner Park Earth Team, led by 
instructors Caitlin McMahon and Stacey 
Schoenecker, organized a day of park 
clean-up, mulching and nature games for 
neighborhood children. For the second 
year, Horner’s teens created special activ-
ity stations where youngsters had fun 
while learning about the environment.

The Carver Academy Earth Team cre-
ated a music video based around environ-

mental themes. The Team’s proximity to 
Beaubien Woods allowed them to work in 
the forest preserves and film their video 
there.

As part of the largest Earth Day 
celebration in the city, the Humboldt Park 
Earth Team led park tours on Earth Day 
and created activities for neighbor kids. 
Earth Team apprentice Leticia Estrada de-
signed the official logo for the 2010 Earth 
Day t-shirts worn by volunteers citywide.

Nature Along the Lake, Friends of the 
Parks’ elementary school field trip program, 
continues to grow in popularity and expand 
in reach. DeWitt Clinton Elementary and 
George Armstrong International Studies 
Elementary became Nature Along the Lake 
partner schools this spring, with Clinton 
introducing kindergarten and first grade 
students to the program for the first time. 

Nature Along the Lake will bring 900 
students from twelve schools to Montrose 
Harbor and the South Shore Cultural 
Center this spring, from grades K to 7. 
Programs will introduce students to bird-
ing in the Magic Hedge, dune ecology 
on the Montrose shore, Purple Martins at 

South Shore and Lake Michigan ecology 
on the beach. 

As a special springtime event, Brenda 
McKinney, a longtime partner from the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
will teach fishing. Students fish at the 
Montrose Harbor pier, catching the inva-
sive gobies.

As we look forward to summer, our 
Earth Team program will provide summer 
jobs for teens at Humboldt, Calumet and 
Horner Parks.

Read Conservation Area, helping to build 
the woodchip trail.

That Saturday afternoon saw a 
wonderful celebration at Humboldt Park 
where more than 500 volunteers enjoyed 
complimentary food provided by the lo-
cal Block Club. Also, for the second year, 
Tasty Catering provided food to more 
than 200 volunteers at Busse Woods, in-
cluding employees of Tasty Catering and 
their family members who assisted that 
morning.

Exelon not only supported the activi-
ties as our Presenting Sponsor of Earth 
Day, but later that week Exelon employees 
put some muscle behind their company’s 
financial support. During the week, on 
the actual Earth Day - Thursday, April 22 - 
more than forty Exelon employees planted 
25 trees in Jackson Park near the Museum 
of Science & Industry.

Another of Friends of the Parks’ Earth 
Day events occurred on April 24, when 

Earth Day (cont’d)

120 high school volunteers worked at 
the Dunning-Read Conservation Area to 
install a walking path as part of the Global 
Youth Service Day with Chicago Public 
Schools.   

Our thank to Exelon for the Presenting 

Sponsorship of  Earth Day. Thanks also to 
the Chicago Park District and the Forest 
Preserve District of Cook County for their 
assistance on that day. Thanks as well to 
the thousands of volunteers who came 
out to clean and green their local parks or 
preserves.

DeWitt Clinton Elementary first graders show off the zebra 
mussel shells they’ve scavenged from Montrose Beach 
during a Nature Along the Lake outing in April.

On April 17, Earth Team apprentices prepared to mulch 
trees in Humboldt Park for Earth Day.

KPMG staff constructed a wood chip trail at the Dunning-
Read Conservation Area.

Staff from Wm. Wrigley, Jr. Company planted trees in 
Humboldt Park.
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Friends of the Parks Honors Vicky and George Ranney 
During the Parks Ball at the South Shore Cultural Center

Friends of the Parks hosted its 21st 
annual Parks Ball on Friday, April 9. More 
than 225 guests flocked to the beautiful 
South Shore Cultural Center to honor Vicky 
and George Ranney and to celebrate Chi-
cago parks. The event featured Redmoon 
Theater performers during cocktail hour, 
an exciting silent auction, “Give for Green” 
pledging, a sit-down dinner and dancing.

2010 Honorees
Our 2010 Honorees are special people, 

indeed. Vicky Ranney co-founded Friends 
of the Parks in 1975. A well-known scholar 
on the great landscape architect Frederick 
Law Olmsted, she acted as an associate 
editor of the Papers of Frederick Law Olm-
sted for many years and wrote Olmsted in 
Chicago in 1972. She has chaired the 
Illinois Humanities Council and the Il-
linois Nature Preserves Commission. She 
sits on the board of the Land Institute in 

Salina, Kansas, and chairs the Liberty Prai-
rie Foundation in Lake County. She was a 
member of a state task force that drafted 
the Illinois Local Food, Farms and Jobs 
Act that became law in 2009.

George Ranney has been a major force
in civic leadership and the local en-
vironmental movement. He serves 
as CEO of Chicago Metropolis 
2020, a business-based organiza-
tion formed by the Commercial 
Club of Chicago to improve our 
region’s global competitiveness. In 
2009, with John Bryan and Adele 
Simmons, George co-chaired the 
Burnham Centennial Celebration, 
a yearlong series of events that 
advanced regional green legacy 
projects. 

George has been a partner 
or associated with the Mayer 
Brown law firm since 1996. He 
spent much of his career with 
Inland Steel, where he ran the 
company’s mines and served 
as Vice President and General 
Counsel. He was Illinois’ Deputy 
Budget Director under Governor 
Ogilvie and led the campaign that 
created the Regional Transporta-
tion Authority. He chaired the 
Task Force on the Future of Illinois 
for Governor Thompson, and 
Governor Edgar’s Task Force on 
conversion of the Joliet Arsenal to

the Midewin Tallgrass Prairie. He serves 
on the boards of the University of Chicago, 
Field Foundation of Illinois, the Metro-
politan Planning Council, WTTW, and the 
Conservation Fund. 

In 1977, Vicky, then President of 
Friends of the Parks, and George, then 
President of the Metropolitan Planning 
Council, collaborated with Openlands 
Project and the Chicago Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects on an 
attempt to build a new park over the 
railroad yard east of Michigan Avenue in 
downtown Chicago. Many years later that 
idea finally came to fruition as Millen-
nium Park. 

Together, Vicky and George developed 
Prairie Crossing, one of the nation’s first 
green communities. Located on 677 acres 
in Grayslake, Prairie Crossing is a national 
model for environmentally-conscious, 
transit-oriented suburban development. 

Photo: Lauren Bauer 
Friends of the Parks’ Board members Fredda, Lauren Moltz 
and Ian Grossman join President Erma Tranter (second 
from right) at the Parks Ball gala.

Photo: Lauren Bauer 
Friends of the Parks was happy to welcome Chicago Park District Superintendent and CEO Timothy J. Mitchell (left) and 
Chicago Park District Chief of Staff Shawn Schmidt (second from left) to the Parks Ball.  With them are Friends of the Parks’ 
Chairman of the Board Lauren Moltz and Past Chairman Fred Bates.

Photo: Lee Auerbach 
Friends of the Parks honored Vicky and George Ranney for their many civic 
accomplishments.
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TUESDAY, MAY 25
5:30PM 
Park Advisory Council Network Quarterly 
Meeting, Friends of the Parks, 17 N. State St., 
Suite 1450. Invited speaker: Pat Levar, Chicago 
Park District Facilities Director.

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
2:00PM
Join us for the dedication of Lane Beach Park 
and Max Pastin Children’s Playground (5915 
N. Sheridan Road).  The newly-renovated park 
and new playground will be dedicated by 
Alderman Mary Ann Smith, members of the 
Edgewater community and the family of Max 
Pastin.  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
4:00PM
The Board of Commissioners of the Chicago 
Park District hold their regularly scheduled 
meeting at 541 N. Fairbanks, 8th floor confer-
ence room.  Citizens can address policy issues 
in the People in the Parks segment at 4:00 p.m.   
Arrive early to sign up to address the Board of 
Commissioners.
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
6:30PM
The free Grant Park Music Festival begins in 
Millennium Park on June 16 and runs through 
August 21 in the Pritzker Pavilion in Millen-
nium Park on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
evenings.  Enjoy Chicago’s magnificent concert 
series with a picnic on the Great Lawn of 
Millennium Park.  For concert details, go to 
grantparkmusicfestival.com.
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 18 AND
SATURDAY, JUNE 19
9:00AM - 3:00PM
Volunteers needed to build a new children’s 
playground in Grand Crossing Park, 7655 S. 
Ingleside Avenue. Contact Mary Eileen Sul-
livan at (312) 857-2757, extension 13.

SAT NIGHT/SUN MORNING JULY 10
MIDNIGHT TO SUNRISE 
Join 8,000 bicyclists for Friends of the Parks’ 
L.A.T.E. Ride. It’s our annual 25-mile after-
midnight ride through Chicago. Participants 
receive a t-shirt, rider goody bag and refresh-
ments. For more information, log onto www.
lateride.org today. Proceeds benefit our city-
wide parks advocacy work.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14
4:00PM
The Board of Commissioners of the Chicago 
Park District hold their regularly scheduled 
meeting at 541 N. Fairbanks, 8th floor confer-
ence room.  Citizens can address policy issues 
in the People in the Parks segment at 4:00 p.m.   
Arrive early to sign up to address the Board of 
Commissioners.

Events
calendar

Parks Ball Supporters
Friends of the Parks would like to 

thank the following individuals and busi-
nesses for their generous support:
GUESTS
Benefactor Tables of Ten ($3,000)
Ellen J. Benjamin and Frederick N. Bates
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Janet Reali and Mitchell Cobey
Northern Trust Co.
Dayna and Joseph Moser / Goldman 

Sachs
Alicia and Peter Pond
Vicky and George Ranney
Jacqueline L. Sloan, Inc.
Individual Benefactors ($1,000 per person)
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Conservers ($500 per person)
Dr. Judy Bensinger
Hans and Christa Boden
Jennifer and Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Richard and Mary L. Gray
Amy and Don Lubin
Dawn Clark Netsch
Robert E. Roemer
Honorable Corinne and Paul Wood
CONTRIBUTORS
$3,000
Mr. and Mrs. King Harris
Peter O’Brien / O’Briens Restaurant
$1,000-$2,999
Paula and Oscar O. D’Angelo
Jeffrey and Karen Davis
Donna and Jack Greenberg
Cindy and Steven Mitchell
Ellen and Jim Stirling
$500-$999
Victor M. Bernhard, M.D.
Lynda Birkelbach
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew K. Block
Jackie and John Bucksbaum
Barbi and Tom Donnelley
Cheryl and Hill Hammock
Janis W. and John K. Notz, Jr.
Shoreline Sightseeing
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thomas
$250-$499
Linda Corby and Frank Beal
John Buenz
The Honorable and Mrs. John Cullerton
Pamela Crutchfield
Carol Eastin
John J. George
Mary Laraia
John W. Rogers / Ariel Investments
Katie Gerdes and John Stoops
John Syvertsen / OWP/P Cannon Design
Maria Finitzo and Anton R. Valukas
$100 - $249
Queta and Ron Bauer
Deb Donnelley
Merri Ex
Robert T. Gordon, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Lieberman
Frank Nicholson

Shauna and Karl Peet
Susan Reed and Ed Schwartz
Leigh Breslau and Irene Sherr
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Francis and Lorna Straus
Sandy and Alan Toback
“GIVE FOR GREEN” PLEDGES
$2,500
Ellen J. Benjamin and Frederick N. Bates
$1,500
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Alicia Pond
$1,000
Phoebe and Fred Boelter
Caryn and King Harris
Jane and Richard Jander
$500
Linda Corby and Frank Beal
Judy and Philip D. Block, III
Krista Ward and Lou Karnezis
Gloria and Daniel P. Kearney
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Judy and John McCarter
Pat and David Mosena
Len Nowak and Jackie Sloan
Sharon Vadeboncoeur
$250
Dr. and Mrs. Amos Madanes
Rachel and Grant Mantz
Robert E. Roemer
$100-$150
Judith Stockdale and Jonathan Boyer
Liz Michaels and Thomas Dutton
CeCe Edwards
Virginia Fitzgerald
Deborah Greenberg
Ian Grossman
Reuben Hedlund
Charles Katzenmeyer
Sylvia and Larry Margolies
Barbara Miner
Deborah and Harvey Strauss
Eileen Sweeney
Susan and Tom Weingartner
Deborah Yanowski

Special Thanks
We give a special thanks to our hard-

working planning committee.  We also 
thank:  “Give for Green” - Ace Auction-
eers; Photography - Lauren Bauer and 
Lee Auerbach; DJ - Chad Bell; Flowers 
- Florisculpture; Graphic Design - i2i 
Design / Lynn Wier; Production Consult-
ing - Online Productions; Alicia and Peter 
Pond; Fun - Redmoon Theater performers; 
Christi Regnery, Chicago Metropolis 2020; 
Presentation Support - Skidmore Owings 
& Merrill; Catering - Washburn Culinary 
Institute / Bill Reynolds. Special thanks to 
all of our guests, contributors and auction 
donors who gave so generously to Friends 
of the Parks.
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We’d Like to Hear From You!

Friends of the Parks helps residents 
with questions, problems and issues 
concerning their neighborhood parks.  
If you have concerns  you wish to  
discuss or help solve,  you may contact 
us in one of the following ways:

phone: (312) 857-2757 / (312) 85-PARKS
fax: (312) 857-0656
web site: www.fotp.org
address: 17 North State Street,  
Suite 1450, Chicago, IL 60602-2174

Editor: Erma Tranter
Managing Editor:  Nancy Minster Swabb

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS’ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman: Lauren Moltz
Vice Chairs: Fred Bates, Kendra Beard, Kim 
du Buclet, Harold Leftwich, Jacqueline Sloan
Secretary/Treasurer: Donald Young
Executive Committee: James Alter, Joanne 
Bauer, Diane Ciral, Robert P. Gordon, M.D., 
Alicia Pond, Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Board of Directors: Victor Bernhard, M.D., 
Lynda Birkelbach, Paul Boyd, John Buenz, 
Stephen Christy, Jr., Robert Clarke, Kay 
Clement, Oscar D’Angelo, Ruth Dunbar Davee, 
Richard G. George, Ian Grossman, Diana 
Harris, Robert Jones, Madiem Kawa, Mary 
Kennelly, Lynn Leftwich, Timothy M. McGuire, 
Dayna Moser, Neil Murphy, Nancy Nugent, 
Serge Pierre-Louis, M.D., Richard Pincus, Susan 
Radzinowicz, Janet Reali, Thomas Sanberg, 
Patrick Sheehan, Sophia Sieczkowski, Deborah 
Strauss, Kelly Townsel, Harvey Wells
Advisory Board: Josephine Bellalta, Anthony 
Belluschi, Vanice Billups, Baird Brown, Kenneth 
Burkhart, Sally A. Kitt Chappell, John Chavez, 
Karen Davis, Fredda, Phil Fisher, Mary L. Gray, 
Deone Jackman, Scott Jamieson, Kitty Kurth, 
Fred Lebed, Kehaulani Lum, Michael C. Moran, 
M.D., Kehaulani Lum, Victoria Post Ranney, 
Marc Schulman, David C. Sharpe, Allen Smart, 
Roger Taylor, John P. Vaile, Lois Weisberg
Staff:
Angela Cisneros, Office Manager
Amy Donatell, Director of Membership
Maria Dmyterko-Stone, Director of Neighborhood 
	 Parks and Community Relations
John O’Connell, Vice President of Administration 	
	 and Development
Eleanor Roemer, Governmental Relations and
	 Public Policy Director
Mary Eileen Sullivan, Director of Volunteers
Nancy Minster Swabb, Communications 

and Events Director
Colin Taylor, Director of Education Programs
Erma Tranter, President

The Signature 
Room Event a 
Success  

The Signature Room at the 95th (atop 
the John Hancock Center on Michigan Av-
enue) selected Friends of the Parks as one 
of twelve charities for its 2010 Charity-of-
the-Month. As a beneficiary, Friends of 
the Parks was a beneficiary of the Table of 
Twelve Gala held in January. 

You have an opportunity to support 
Friend of the Parks by dining at The 
Signature Room at the 95th in the month 
of August, too, when the restaurant has 
designated Friends of the Parks as the 
Charity-of-the-Month. You can enjoy a 
specially-created menu featuring entrees, 
appetizers and desserts, and The Signa-
ture Room will donate 10% of the sales to 
Friends of the Parks. For more informa-
tion, go to www.signatureroom.com. 

Snow may have fallen in the parks, 
but on February 27 participants kept 
warm inside Murphy’s Bleachers at the 
2nd Annual Jr. Board winter fundraiser. 
Guests participated in a raffle and karaoke 
kept everyone entertained. 

Friends of the Parks’ Junior Board con-
sists of young professionals interested in 
the parks and environmental issues. They 
meet once a month and host several fund-
raisers and volunteer work days in parks 
throughout the year. The newly-elected 
officers for the 2010 Junior Board include 
Mike Weeks, President; Jonathan Chap-

Friends of the Parks’ Junior Board members (left to right)  
Matt Haas, Mike Weeks and Kara Clark have fun at 
Murphy’s Bleachers.

Jr. Board Hosts Murphy’s Bleachers Event
arro, Vice President; Matt Haas, Treasurer; 
and Mike Wall, Membership Chair. If you 
are interested in learning more about the 
Junior Board, please contact Amy Donatell 
at donatella@fotp.org. 


