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“Unless everyday citizens get involved
and work together with elected officials,

nothing can happen.”

— Serge JC Pierre-Louis, M.D.
Board Member, Friends of the Parks



Friends of the Parks celebrated its 33rd year working in partnership with park
advisory councils, volunteers, forest preserve groups, and elected officials.    

In 2008, we continued our work on the Last Four Miles initiative. This com-
munity-based planning project brought together park groups with architects in a
three-year-long series of dialogues and architectural charrettes about their visions
for the completion of the north and south lakefront park system from Hollywood
to Evanston on the north and from 71st Street to the Indiana border on the South.

Our advocacy for new parks moved forward on several projects. Gale Park
Fieldhouse was completed in West Rogers Park. Construction began on a new
fieldhouse in Jesse Owens Park. The Park District expanded the number of new
children’s playgrounds to 25 based on the findings of Friends of the Parks and
Children’s Memorial Hospital’s Playground Safety Study. We finalized a conser-
vation easement with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources on more than
twenty acres of land on Chicago’s Northwest Side.

The work of volunteers was the heart of community service in our parks and
preserves. Together with our adopt-a-park groups, Earth Day volunteers and cor-
porate service projects, nearly 4,000 volunteers rolled up their sleeves, got their
hands dirty and cleaned and greened dozens of parks and preserves. Fifty new
trees were planted. Thirty children’s playgrounds were made safer with new fibar
soft surface material. Gardens were maintained and thousands of trees were
mulched.  

In addition, the work of volunteers resulted in funds being raised for children’s
new playgrounds, recreation scholarships for low income residents, yoga classes
and new neighborhood gardens. Seed grants totaling $15,000 were awarded to
23 advisory councils or community groups.  

Our newest Environmental Education Program expanded to the South Shore
Cultural Center with Nature All the Lake outdoor classes in the natural dunes
area. In 2008, 800 Chicago Public School children from grades 2 to 5 experienced
three seasonal outdoor fieldtrips to either Montrose Harbor or the South Shore
Cultural Center. Over 150 high school students participated in Friends of the
Parks’ After School Matters program in six park locations.  

It goes without saying that it is our members, partners and volunteers that make
all of this possible. Our deepest thank you to you for your work and support.

Sincerely,

Erma Tranter, President Fred Bates, Board Chairman

Erma Tranter, President

Fred Bates, Board Chairman

Dear Friends



service work days. Groups and corpo-
rations requested our help to organize
a service day for their volunteers to
plant trees and shrubs, to remove
invasive plants, or to install Fibar
(soft wood chips) in children’s play-
grounds. These “clean and green”
efforts in parks and preserves provid-
ed an estimated $150,000 in worker
hours to the Chicago Park District
and to the Forest Preserve District of
Cook County. In doing so, volunteers
helped create a safer, cleaner environ-
ment.

Friends of the Parks also led an
impressive Adopt an Ecosystem effort
in partnership with the Chicago
Public Schools. Students from nearly
20 high schools adopted sites and
earned service learning hours by
becoming active stewards at their
local park or preserve.

During the year, Friends of the
Parks organized over 40 community

Volunteers in Parks and Preserves
Greening Chicago’s Public Spaces

Friends of the Parks’ Volunteers in
Parks (VIP) program partnered

with park advisory councils, schools,
universities, corporations and commu-
nity groups to clean and green parks
and preserves. The program also trained
and educated Chicagoans on steward-
ship and environmental initiatives.

Friends of the Parks hosted two
major citywide events in 2008. The
19th annual Earth Day Citywide
Parks & Preserves Clean-Up was held
on Saturday, April 19, 2008. Nearly
4,000 volunteers from in and around
Chicago cleaned and beautified more
than 100 parks and 15 Cook County
Forest Preserves.  

With Friends of the Parks’ help, over
900 volunteers celebrated National
Public Lands Day on September 27,
2008 by restoring natural areas in the
greater Chicago/Cook County region.

Students learn about biodiversity while performing stewardship in the 
forest preserves.

Employees from Starcom Worldwide
plant trees in Lincoln Park.

Volunteers learn how to cut invasive
brush to protect native ecosystems.



The Public Trust and Policy
Initiative focused on protecting

parks in Chicago by reviewing all
major policy issues and park initiatives
that would impact parks. We moni-
tored legal requirements, planning
guidelines and legislation, serving as
Chicago’s strongest advocate of the
publicly owned lakefront and neigh-
borhood parks.

In the last year, policy initiatives
included the Last Four Miles: Com-
pleting Chicago’s Lakefront Parks.
The third year of this planning initia-
tive, Friends of the Parks worked to
actively engage the communities of
Edgewater and Rogers Park on Chicago’s
North Side in developing a concept
plan to complete the lakefront from
Ardmore to the Evanston border.
Visioning sessions and charrettes were
held in both the Edgewater and Rogers
Park communities. Together with our
previous community planning charettes
on the city’s south side, the Last Four
Miles Plan will be published in 2009
as part of the Burnham Centennial
Celebration.  

Friends of the Parks worked for a
greener harbor design for a proposed
new boat harbor at 31st Street. We
pushed for public hearings in the com-
munity on the proposed harbor and
partnered with Alderman Toni
Preckwinkle to promote three public
hearings in January, February and
March. Friends of the Parks pushed
for more park space in the final
design. As a result, the 31st Street
Harbor plans were changed to put all
parking underground and to create
eight acres of new park land. 

In Grant Park, the proposal to con-
struct the new Chicago Children’s

Museum garnered much attention.
Friends of the Parks reviewed and
commented on three different plans as
they related to the Lakefront Protec-
tion Ordinance and the A. Montgomery
Ward court decisions. After much
analysis of the proposed design, Friends
of the Parks determined that the
museum building would violate the
Lakefront Protection Ordinance and
the A. Montgomery Ward rulings. We
testified at the Chicago Plan Commis-
sion hearing against the proposed
building. The City Council approved
the plans despite massive public outcry,
and 42nd Ward Alderman Brendan
Reilly’s strong opposition.  

On the far south side, Friends of
the Parks focused on new recreational
opportunities along the western shore
of Lake Calumet in Southeast Chicago
to convert the land owned by the
Illinois International Port District
Authority for public use for recreation.
We completed a study of the Illinois
International Port District Authority
in 2008. The report recommended that
legislation be introduced in Springfield
to transfer unused Port District land
to the Chicago Park District and the
Forest Preserve District of Cook County.

Friends of the Parks reviewed plans
for the proposed Olympics in Washing-
ton Park and in other parks. We mon-
itored the proposed plans, and argued
that Washington Park, an historic
Frederick Law Olmsted-designed park,
should be returned to its original design
at the completion of the Olympic games.

Working extensively to protect
Lincoln Park from the encroachment
of a private, artificial turf soccer field,
Friends of the Parks pushed for public
meetings on the subject. The hearings
led to a tremendous outcry on the pri-
vate use of a public park. Friends of
the Parks worked with the Committee
to Keep Lincoln Park Public which
later filed a law suit to prevent the
private lease agreement with the Latin
School. The court ruled that the private
lease was illegal. The Park District
constructed a public soccer field. 

In 2008, Friends of the Parks suc-
cessfully worked with the Warren
Park Advisory Council to prevent the
construction of a senior center in
Warren Park, a clear violation of the
land covenant with the State that
deeded this former state park to the
Park District for recreation use only.

Public Trust, Research and Advocacy
Protecting Chicago’s Park Legacy 

The natural grass of the south field of Lincoln Park was replaced with artificial turf.



inquiries, hosting educational sessions,
arranging aldermanic briefings and
participating in local community
meetings. Our work in the Englewood
community included developing a plan
for the creation of a new trail, known
as Englewood’s Remaking America
Trail (ERA). Friends of the Parks part-
nered with Openlands Project, Greater
Englewood Community, Family Task
Force, Stay Focused Inc. and the
City’s Department of Community
Development on the ERA.

Friends of the Parks completed the
Playground Safety Study in partnership
with Injury Free Coalition of Children’s
Memorial Hospital, a study to inspect
all 500 Chicago Park District play-
grounds. The Playground Safety Study
provided a safety inspection score for
each playground. The study was used
to report to the Park District safety
problems needing immediate attention
and to help the District prioritize new
playground construction and renova-
tions as part of their annual and

multi-year capital improvement plan.  
In the spring of 2008, Friends of

the Parks awarded Seed Grants total-
ing nearly $15,000 to 23 park adviso-
ry councils and Adopt-a-Park groups.
The small grants provided an incen-
tive for community involvement and
new partnerships across Chicago.
Projects funded included cultural
events, landscape projects, movies in
the park, children’s programs and new
equipment purchases. 

Friends of the Parks worked with
park advisory councils in more than

thirty neighborhoods to improve parks
and playgrounds and to secure more
park land. As part of our Build-a-Park
program, Friends of the Parks helped
to identify potential park land in under-
served communities and advocated
developing new or expanded parks in
several Chicago neighborhoods,
including Little Village, Logan Square,
Grand Boulevard, Englewood and
South Shore.  

In 2008, we formed the Park
Advisory Council (PAC) Network and
hosted quarterly meetings on topics
that included safety in parks, artificial
turf in parks, park advisory council
guidelines and the 2009 Chicago Park
District budget. Our advocacy on the
Park District’s 2009 budget led to the
on-time release of the District’s 2009
budget and capital improvement plan. 

Friends of the Parks provided tech-
nical and organizing assistance to
park advisory councils by answering

Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds
Supporting and Strengthening Park Advisory 
Councils to Improve Parks and Programs

Park advisory council members pitch in to clean their neighborhood playground.

Park activists attend a public meeting
on completing Chicago’s lakefront
park system.

Friends of the Parks’ Playground
Safety Study found that seventy per-
cent of Chicago’s playgrounds do not
meet National Safety Standards.



Advocacy for Forest Preserves 
Friends of the Parks’ advocacy has

led to major improvements in the
management and operations of the
Forest Preserve District of Cook County.
Under Superintendent Steven Bylina’s
leadership, training, best practices and
efficiencies in operations have been
implemented.  

Friends of the Parks’ continued
advocacy was required to counter
political pressure from other govern-
mental municipalities who continued
to seek the use of forest preserve land
to meet their needs for stormwater
management, sports facilities or other
uses that conflict with the mission of
the preserves.  

Friends of the Parks worked to pre-
vent the Ilinois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) from taking eight
acres of woodland and wetland in Deer
Grove Forest Preserve for expansion
of Quentin Road. Public hearings were
held, and many Forest Preserve District
Commissioners said that they would
vote against the easement request.

Friends of the Parks successfully
protected Pottawattomie Prairie in
Wheeling from being leased to the
City of Wheeling for a detention pond
for hotel storm water runoff. After a
meeting with the City of Wheeling
during which we opposed the plan,
village officials came back with a sus-
tainable alternative proposal for
enhancing the open space that did not
involve a detention pond.

On the Forest Preserve District’s
county-wide Land Acquisition Program,
we pushed the District to be more
aggressive in acquiring land. The
District did shift into a faster gear,
working on acquiring several important

sites. The District resumed holding
monthly Land Acquisition Team
meetings, completed acquisition of
two sites that had been pending and
obtained approval from the FPD
Board to pursue six new sites totaling
more than 200 acres.  

Friends of the Parks helped to
organize and host a series of commu-
nity events to generate support among
citizens on the northwest side of
Chicago to prevent the passage of an
ill-advised ordinance banning ecologi-
cal burning within the city limits. We
sponsored a “Winter Nature Fair” in
January and a special panel presenta-
tion at North Park Village on use of
herbicide to control invasive species. 

Expanding Volunteer Stewardship
Friends of the Parks established

two new stewardship groups, one at
the Dunning-Read Conservation Area
and the other at Spicebush Woods.

The Dunning-Read group held
monthly workdays to remove invasive
species and plant native seeds and

plugs, including a 70-person workday
on National Public Lands Day.

In northwest Cook County we
were instrumental in the launch of a
new stewardship effort at Busse Woods.

Education and Outreach
Our Environmental Education

Program included an Earth Team
Teen Apprentices program in forest
preserves. More than 150 inner-city
teens learned biodiversity concepts
and tried out restoration techniques.
In summer 2008, twenty-five teens
from diverse backgrounds were hired
to work for six weeks with Friends of
the Parks instructors on biodiversity
topics and woodland restoration proj-
ects in the forest preserves along the
North Branch of the Chicago River. 

Our “Adopt-an-Ecosystem” program
linked high school students with near-
by forest preserves. We developed
partnerships with teachers at seven
high schools. More than 100 students
put in hundreds of hours of service in
spring, summer and fall doing scien-
tific studies and restoration projects at
Edgebrook Woods on the northwest
side of Chicago, and at Whistler
Woods in the Calumet area. 

Forest Preserve Initiative 

Protecting Chicago’s Natural Heritage in Forest Preserves and Parks 

Volunteers at the Dunning-Read Con-
servation Area stand proud after com-
pleting one of their monthly work days.

Students study native plant species.



in parks in Chicago. Two instructors
led each of the five apprentice Earth
Teams, teaching a curriculum of envi-
ronmental science, park stewardship
and community-based activism. Earth
Teams operated at Calumet Park,
Horner Park, Humboldt Park, Nor-
wood Park, and Roosevelt High
School, serving teens from nine high
schools. Programs met three days a
week for three hours to engage in
field work, lab experimentation,
wildlife study, and career-building
activities.

In Spring 2008, the Earth Team
program began two new projects. At
Calumet Park, students and instructors
began an “Arts and the Environment”
unit, creating a unique hybrid of pup-
petry and green activism designed to
engage the youth population. Students

Friends of the Parks successfully
expanded its environmental educa-

tion program for public school stu-
dents, connecting with a broad range
of students primarily from low-
income communities.

Through our Nature Along the
Lake program, Friends of the Parks
provided outdoor science education to
more than 1400 students at 15 Chicago
public schools. Since January 2008,
800 students from 12 schools took
field trips to Montrose Beach or the
South Shore Cultural Center. The
Nature Along the Lake program pro-
vided outdoor environmental educa-
tion activities to elementary school
students in grades two through seven.

We expanded our After School
Matters Earth Team program for teen
apprentices to 150 teens at five sites

Environmental Education
Bringing the Classroom Outdoors

Fourth graders from Carver Primary investigate a grasshopper at the South
Shore Cultural Center during their Nature Along the Lake field trip.

Earth Team teacher Jay Majetich
works with his teens at the Humboldt
Park wetlands.

re-imagined classic fairy tales to
include environmental themes, and
performed their “Green Puppetry”
plays for community members during
an Earth Day celebration at the park.

At Horner Park, the Earth Team
produced a short documentary on the
topic of responsible environmental liv-
ing, targeting teens across Chicago.

In the summer, we added two Health
and Fitness programs for teens, as
well. The health and fitness programs
served more than 200 city teens.

The CYCLE (Chicago’s Youth
Changing Local Environments) pro-
gram enabled high school students to
earn service-learning hours for gradu-
ation. About 50 students from Bowen
High School worked on ecological
surveys and park improvements at
Bessemer Park.  



Bears, but the Sayers’ gifts to the
community go far beyond football.

In May 2008, the Junior Board of
Friends of the Parks hosted its 3rd
Annual Friends “Fore!” Parks golf
outing presented by Madison Dearborn
Partners, William Blair & Company,
and Deloitte. The event raised over
$15,000 for Friends of the Parks’
Seed Grant Program, which awards
numerous small grants to park adviso-
ry councils for park-related projects.

In July 2008, thousands of bicy-
clists stayed up all night for
McDonald’s L.A.T.E. Ride, hosted by
and benefiting Friends of the Parks.
The all-night bicycle ride raised funds
for our vital advocacy work and gave
cyclists a unique opportunity to bike
through Chicago neighborhoods
while most people sleep.

In the fall,
Men’s Health
Magazine hosted
the Urbanath-
alon benefiting
Friends of the
Parks. Partici-
pants ran
through the
streets of
Chicago and
conquered
obstacles at
iconic land-
marks of the
historical Windy

City. Over 2,000 people participated
in the 12-mile relay race. Men’s Health
selected Friends of the Parks as one of
the event’s non-profit beneficiaries.
This unique event promoted park
usage, promote health and fitness and
show off Chicago’s architecture.

included how to turn dilapidated
properties into gardens, creating
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods
safe for children and seniors, the
100th Anniversary of the Garfield
Park Conservatory and the history of
the Chicago “L.”  

At our annual Parks Ball black tie
gala, Friends of the Parks honored
Ardythe and Gale Sayers for their
commitment to Chicago-area youth.
Their latest gift is the Gale Sayers
Center, scheduled to open in Fall
2009. The non-profit center will pro-
vide an accelerated after-school learn-
ing environment at no cost for chil-
dren ages 8-12. Ardythe and Gale
Sayers support many youth charitable
organizations, including the Boys &
Girls Clubs of America, Marklund
Children’s Home, Boy Scouts of
America, and Junior Achievement and
Better Boys Foundation. Of course,
Gale Sayers is best known for his Hall
of Fame career with the Chicago

Public Education and Member Events
Activities Flourish Throughout the Year

Throughout the year, Friends of the
Parks hosted educational and

social events focusing on parks and
preserves.

In partnership with the Chicago
Cultural Center and the Active Trans-
portation Alliance (formerly the Chicago-
land Bicycle Federation), Friends of
the Parks hosted a monthly series of
free public education lectures called
“Creative Living in the City” to cele-
brate the urban environment. Topics

In July, Friends of the Parks hosted McDonald’s L.A.T.E. Ride, drawing thou-
sands of bicyclists from the city, suburbs and around the country for the annual
after-midnight ride through the city.

Friends of the Parks’ Jr. Board’s
Friends “Fore” Golf outing raised
over $15,000 for programs.

The Men’s Health
Urbanathalon in
Chicago attracted
over 2,000 partici-
pants and helped
raise funds for
Friends of the Parks.



One of the more remarkable mem-
bers of Friends of the Parks’

Board of Directors is a quiet, unas-
suming man with a lilting French
accent. Dr. Serge JC Pierre-Louis orig-
inally hails from Haiti on the island of
Hispaniola in the Caribbean, but for
the last 20 years he has worked as a
physician and teacher specializing in
Neurology and Epilepsy at Rush
Medical Center and Cook County
Hospital. He currently serves as asso-
ciate-chair of the Neurology Division
at Cook County, is an associate pro-
fessor at Rush, and is Board certified
in Neurology and Clinical Neuro-
physiology. He also holds a Masters
Degree in Public Health from the
University of Illinois at Chicago and
runs the Epilepsy Program at Cook
County Hospital.

“I became a doctor because it was
a way to combine several interests:
understanding human behavior and
the way the human machine works,
understanding why people act the way
they do, and teaching others.” Serge
wove all of these passions into a

rewarding career that combines clini-
cal patient care, teaching and research,
with a bit of community service on
the side.

Raised in one of the poorest nations
on earth, Dr. Pierre-Louis (or Serge, as
he prefers to be called), left his birth-
place of Port-au-Prince to practice
medicine, but has never stopped giv-
ing back to his homeland. An active
member of the Association of Haitian
Physicians, he returns to Haiti regu-
larly to spend time providing medical
services to impoverished villages.

His Haitian roots led him to
become active in the local Haitian
community of Chicago, which num-
bers in the several thousands. He has
served as President of the DuSable
Heritage Association, and was invited
to a meeting in 2000 to discuss the
proposed DuSable Park at the mouth
of the Chicago River, which to this
day still waits for development. From
that meeting grew the DuSable Park
Coalition, a confederation of several
organizations interested in the life and
legacy of Haitian-born Jean Baptiste
Pointe du Sable, the founder of
Chicago. It was there he met Erma
Tranter, President of Friends of the
Parks, and developed a keen interest
in seeing DuSable Park completed.
Inspired by seeing the great parks of
London during a business trip, it
sparked his interest in parks and pub-
lic policy. Serge joined the Board of
Directors of Friends of the Parks in
2003, and sits on our Policy
Committee.

“I look upon Friends of the Parks
as a great way to be a part of what is
happening in this city.” Smiling
broadly, he notes that unless one is

involved in their community, things
just don’t get done. “Well intentioned
politicians sometimes make poor 
decisions when the public good is so
obvious. Unless everyday citizens get
involved and work together with
elected officials, nothing can happen.”

Serge has high hopes for DuSable
Park, and believes that it will be com-
pleted in the not too distant future.
Serge was instrumental in working
with Friends of the Parks to have the
city designate the north side Chicago
River trail from Lake Shore Drive to
Pioneer Court the “DuSable Founders
Way,” but feels that much more
should be done to celebrate our first
settler.  “The founder of our city
should have a place where his spirit
and his life can be represented. It
bothers me that he is not really hon-
ored here.” As a way of educating
Chicagoans on their founding father,
Serge sponsors a DuSable Day
Celebration for the city’s birthday in
March with a lecture, music and
dance performances.

Serge has a daughter in college in
Ohio who may follow him as a physi-
cian, a hope he unabashedly trumpets.
He is understandably proud that the
people of Haiti engaged in a slave
revolt in the early 19th Century,
becoming the world’s first republic
established by people of color. He
notes that “Serge” is a common name
in Haiti, and remarks that the name
Pierre-Louis means “shining stone” in
French. No doubt his energy, dedica-
tion and unselfish approach to life
reflect that appellation — his strong
leadership and care for his fellow citi-
zens truly make him a bright rock
upon which much can be built.

Profile: Dr. Serge JC Pierre Louis

Dr. Serge Pierre-Louis



TABLES OF TEN

Grand Benefactor, Table of Ten
($5,000)

Ellen Benjamin and Fred Bates
Richard G. George / UBS
Lou Anne and Joseph Kellman
Lynn and Harold Leftwich

Benefactor, Table of Ten ($3,500)
Laurie and Dan Bachleda / 

Galleria Lighting
Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
ComEd
Kehaulani Lum and Louis D’Angelo
Ian Grossman
Horwich Coleman Levine, LLC
O’Briens Riverwalk Café / 

Peter O’Brien
Perkins & Will
Related Midwest
Skidmore Owings & Merrill / 

Philip Enquist
Jacqueline L. Sloan

INDIVIDUALS

Conservers ($500 per person)
Rose Ann and Ned Anschuetz
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Alicia and Peter Pond

CONTRIBUTORS

$2,500 - $4,999
Diana and Mike Ditka

$1,000 - $2,499
Pamela Crutchfield
Paula and Oscar O. D’Angelo
Marilyn and Terry Diamond
Olive Feinberg
Judd D. Malkin

$500 - $999
John H. Bryan
Eleanor and Myron Lieberman
Lucille and John Ruth

$250 - $499
Paula Cantin
William Kellogg

$100 - $249
Julie Cronin
Anne and Scott Davis
Serajean Ferrara / Alioto Interiors, Inc.
Marcia Flick
Peter Kindel / Topografis
Natalie Lieberman
Kerstin and Frank Nicholson
Elaine Pochiro
Wendy and William Spatz
Sue and Doug Winchell
Christine Wood

Parks Ball 2008 Supporters

Friends of the Parks would like to thank the following individuals and 
businesses for their very generous support of the Parks Ball 2008.

Friends of the Parks' President Erma
Tranter (right) listens as Parks Ball
2008 honorees Gale and Ardythe
Sayers accept their award.



Personal Support
FREDERICK LAW
OLMSTED CIRCLE  
$1,000 and Above
James Alter 
Kendra Beard
Ellen J. Benjamin and Frederick N. Bates +
Dr. and Mrs. Victor Bernhard
Lisa Gershenson and John Chavez
Jennifer and Stephen Christy, Jr.
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Kay Clement
Paula and Oscar O. D’Angelo
Laurie and Bruce Davidson
Bernice Gershenson Philanthropic Fund
Susan and Brian Fargo   
Indian Boundry Park Advisory Council 
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Charles E. Marks, Jr. Charitable Trust
Marshall Matz
Lauren Moltz   
Jacqueline Sloan and Len Nowak
Nancy Nugent
Jean and William O’Neill
Dr. Serge JC Pierre-Louis
Alicia and Peter Pond
Janet Reali
Lora and Thomas Sanberg +
Marilyn and Clarence Schawk
Sophia Sieczkowski
Arlene and William Staley
Penny Pritzker and Bryan Traubert

BENEFACTORS
$500 - $999
Marilyn B. Alsdorf
Joanne Bauer
Anthony Belluschi FAIA
Christa and Hans Boden
John Buenz
Steven M. Bylina, Jr.
Marla J. Kreindler and Rafer W. Caudill
Rick Desai
Michael Drai
Mary and Paul Finnegan
Marcia L. Flick   
Richard G. George
Nate Good
Sophie and Robert P. Gordon
Chris Grapes
Mary and Richard L. Gray
Ann and Douglas Grissom
Ian Grossman
Brenda and James Grusecki
DianaHarris
Brad Jacobsen
Dr. Lee M. Jampol
John W. Jordan, II
Carol and Robert Lifton
Kehaulani Lum
Samuel Mencoff
Cindy and Steve Mitchell
Catherine and Neil Murphy
Catherine Newhouse
*Walter Netsch
Katherine Newhouse
Richard Nopar
Mark A. Perlow
James N. Perry, Jr.

Richard Pincus
Grant Pollworth
James Rich, III
Robert Rosenberg
GerdaSchild +
Peter Schutzel
Betty and Richard Seid
Jill Birnbaum Selati and Robin Selati
Susan and Patrick Sheehan  
Dede and William A. Spence
Susanne and Timothy Sullivan
Roger Taylor
Erma Tranter
John P. Vaile
Rebecca and Steven Wuerthele

CONSERVERS
$250 - $499 
Doris and Laurence B. Ashkin
John W. Baird
Ellen and George Benson
Peter Bilecki
Lesley and Spencer J. Bloch
JP Boulus
Lois Lipton and Peter Carey
Richard Copans
Dirk Denison
Vahe and Hasmik Dombalagian
Carol L. Doty
Liz Michaels and Thomas Dutton
Julie and Brian Finerty
Patricia Fosmoe
Dr. Arthur L. Frank
Richard A. Ginsburg
Deone Jackman and Eugene Goldwasser
Leon Gussow
Jane and Ray Hagstrom
Katherine Harris and Robert Harris
Diane and David Heller
Barbara Hermann
E. Franklin Hirsch
Robert F. Hirsch
Madiem Kawa
Amy Kontrick
Elizabeth Weldon and John Lashbrook
Katherine Mell
Jean and Bernard Meltzer
Zina and Nick Murray
Charlotte A. Newfeld
Katherine and Norman L. Olson
Margaret Power
Penny Brown and Jeffrey Rappin
Jill and Ron Rohde
Jean Rothbarth
Mike Schumaker
Susan and Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Dorie W. Schwertz
Ruth Andrea Seeler
Ruth and David Sharpe
Dr. Karen Sheehan
Joanne Cicchelli and William S. Singer
Barbara Puechler Skogan
Allen R. Smart
Mary and Paul Staker
Gail Garcia Steffen
Susan Rogers and Richard Stephenson
Casey Strunk
John Vinci
Mary and Michael Woolever
Todd Zeller
Lucy Salenger and Marvin Zonis

PATRONS
$100-$249
(1) Anonymous
Margaret Adair
Susan Adler
Barbara and Gary Allie
Sheila and James M. Amend
Josh Anbil
Pradeep Anbudaiyan
Miriam G. Apter
A. Watson Armour III
Athletic Field Advisory Council 
AT&T Pioneers
Cinda and Fred Axley
Karen Heller and Robert Becker
Jeanne and Edward Berry
Oswelda A. Badal
Evelyn Balik
Roberta and Hal Barron
Sheldon Baskin
Bobby’s Bike Hike
Renee and R. Darrell Bock
Steve Bonner
Susan Bowey
Leah and Jack Bowman
Laura and Robert Boyd
George Bradley
Matthew Brodsky
Vera and Lon Brown
Kay and Matthew Bucksbaum
Jaci Burdash
Jarred Carter
Roseann and Antonio Chico
Virginia and Robert Christensen
Clark Park Advisory Council
Kevin Cleary
Robert Cleary
Lydia Goodwin Cochrane
Michael Code
Kevin Conner
Noreen and Gilbert Cornfield
County Fair
Margaret and William Crane
Catherine Croxson
Alderman Vi Daley
Marcia and Kenneth Dam
Jean Silversti M.D. and J. Dade Darby
Alice Lyon and Daniel Davies
Karen S. Davis
Deborah Jones and Michael Davis
Steve Davis
Mary Lee Dedinsky
Jay Deimel
Quinn and Robert Delaney
Senator James A. DeLeo
Christine and Lou Dias
William S. Donnell
Barry Dubin
Tom Duffy
Joesphine and Richard M. Dunbar
Paul H. Dykstra
Betty Eaton
Eckhart Park Advisory Council
Cory Ehrenberg
Betty and Norman Elkin
Wayne I. Elliott
Susan Ettelson
Roberta and Richard Evans
Kate Ezra
Carmen and Earnest Fair

Signe and Donald Ferguson
Sarah L. Flosi
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie
Peter Foreman
Patricia Fosmoe
Mike Fox
Adam Frankinburger
Paul E. Freehling
Abby and Irv Friedman
Judith A. Friedman
Friends of Chase Park Theater
Friends of Dickinson’s Playlot Park
Friends of Portage Park 
Susan and Sy Froclichstein
Madelon and Roger R. Fross
Paula and Gordon Fuqua
Rob Gallagher
M.J. Gapp
Diana Garber
Martha A. Garcia
Carol and Joe Garsee
Judy and Mickey Gaynor
Virgina and Gary Gerst
Mary Rose Alexander and Timothy

Gilfoyle
Carlyn Goettsch
Charles Golbert
Stephen B. Goldberg
Carol and Peter Goldman
George Gordon
Sylvia G. Gordon
Janet Wolter Grip
Harriet Gross
Nathan Grossman
Kal Gullapalli
Margaret and Fletcher B. Gurney
Mike Hadgis
Mirja Spooner Haffe and Edward Haffe
Charles C. Haffner III
Ted Haffner
Jennifer Hains
Joan M. Hall
Errol Halperin
Jan and R. Dickey Hamilton
Eric Hammer
Leon Han
Patricia Haneline
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Hartray Jr.
Lois and Marty Hauselman
Carole and Martin Hegarty
Natalie G. and Ben W. Heineman
Janet and Robert Helman
John Hennegan
Karen and Marvin Herman
Barbara Hermann
Ari Hertz
Michael Hindman
William Hinchliff
Jeanne and William A. Hjorth
Tracy Taylor and Douglas Hoerr
Shirlee A. Hoffman
Pat Holden
Anne Updegrove and Grayson Holmbeck
Vicki and Bill Hood
Karen Hooper
Ruth Horwich
Matthew Hoyt
Ann Hsing
Chris Huffington
Philip Hummer

*Deceased       +Burnham & Ward Society

Friends Indeed

Major Contributors October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008

We gratefully acknowledge these important contributors who so generously support Friends of the Parks.



Daneen Jachino
Lee M. Jampol
Daniel Johnson
Timothy Bard Johnson
Theresa Herlevsen and Marc Kahan
Matthew J. Keller, Jr.
John Kelly
Gwendolyn Brooks and Kennicott Park

Advisory Council
Ben King
Diana and Neil King
Mary and Sidney Kleinman
Michael Kobe
Bernice and Norman Koglin
Robert Kriss
Lenore Murphy and 

Chester R. Kropidlowski
Adam Krug
Raymond Kuby
A. Jeanne LaDuke
Brian Lange
Rawly Lantz
Winfred M. Lead
Jill and John Levi
Natalie Lieberman
Chris H. Lonn
Myrna and Don Lord
Mary Chu and Richard Lozins
Judy and Jim MacDonald
Charlene and Gary MacDougal
Kyle Magolan
Michael Markman
Beth Lange and Bill Martin
Winifred A. Martin
Allison and Ross Matthews
Barbara W. Mayers
Mark McBroom
Kathy McCabe
Leone M. McDermot
Jarrett McMIllin
Andrew McNerney
Sally Mead Hands
Katherine Mell
Nick Mellors
Jeffrey Merchant
Susan Anderson and Don Metzger
Rebecca and Frank C. Meyer
Lee F. Meyer
Jean and Robert Meyers
Julianne Migely
Ronald Miller
Chris Mittman
Matthew Moran
Melissa Jampol and Seth Moskow
Vreni Naess
Ann and James Nagle
Sheldon Nahmod
Bessie Neal
Randy Neufeld
Kerstin and Frank E. Nicholson
Franklin Nitikman
Janis and John Notz
Megan M. O’Donnell
Virginia and Albert Opitz
Jeanne and Richard Orlikoff
Gary M. Ossewaarde
Reilly O’Toole
Gina M. Page
Michael Paley
Stephanie Dulawa and Abraham Palmer
Steve Panos
Michael Paszczak
Bhavin Patel
Jean and Bill Peterman
Dina Petrakis
Barbara and Richard Phelan
Rita T. Picken
Dr. Martha Pieper
George W. Platzman
Pamela Lowry and Elliot Popowitz
Elizabeth McCabe Postell
Dr. Charles Pounian
Donald D. Powell
Richard H. Prins
Jamie Pritscher
Gordon and Claire Prussian

Tim Quirk
June Parsons Rader
Helene and Norman Raidl
Victoria and George Ranney, Jr.
Jane Ratcliffe
David Ratliff
Nathan Raulin
Arjuna Reddy
Rodney F. Reeves
Robert and Katie Remer
Johnathan Rennels
Dr. Edward Riley
Jean and Bill Robinson
Eleanor and Robert Roemer
Julie Roin
Matthew Ronk
Anne Rorimer
Adrienne and Harry Rosenberg
Ann Rothschild
Elaine and Arlen Rubin
Michael Sabo
Smoky Sakurada*
Bettylou and Paul Saltzman
Carol Schneider
Timothy O. Schneider
Jennifer M. Schulte
Mike Schumaker
Peter Schutzel
Elizabeth and John Schwartz
Dorie W. Schwertz
Barbara J. Sedelmaier
Melissa B. Shakman
Beverly and Myron Shapiro
Robert F. Sharp
Sheil Park Advisory Council
Sharon and Mitchell Sheinkop
Rose Shure
Thomas A. Silberman
Daniel Simon
Fanchon and Bruce Simons
Skinner Park Advisory Council 
Barbara Puechler and Wesley Skogan
James Sloan
Brittany Smith
Derrick Smith
Paul Spalla
Donna and Michael Socol
Mitchell Soiefer
Oliver Sowards
J. Rand Sparling
Sara and John Stassen
Heather and Leo Steans
Judith Stein
Donald F. Steiner
John Stephens
Gwen Stern
Gloria and Mayer Stern
Lorna and Francis H. Straus
Joan and Eugene Stunard
Al Sullivan
Jennifer Roche and John Svolos
Steven Duane Swanson
Jeffrey Swatzell
Ruth Swislow
Robert D. Tice
Anne and James K. Toohey
Ernie Toth
Touhy Park Advisory Council
Bonita and David Turner
James Twellman
Union Park Advisory Council
Virginia and Murray Vale
Frances and Peter Vandervoort
David J. Varnerin
Pamela and Melville Washburn
*Eleanor Wood Prince
Vivian Waldron
F.A. and Robert G. Weiss
James M. Wells
Kay and Robert D. Wertz
Charles Wheelan
Jon N. Will
Jody Ciral Williams
Mary and John Willis
Sue Wise
Iris Witkowsky

Marilyn Malkin and Larry Wolf
Ann Wolff
Ernest Wong
Glorye Wool
Matt Wooster
Donna Wright
Carol JH Yetken
Marcelle McVay and Dennis Zacek

Corporate and
Foundation Support
$200,000 and up
Louis R. Lurie Foundation

$20,000 - $60,000
Alphawood Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley

Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Stanley Kleinstein Trust
Bowman C. Lingle Trust
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick

Family Foundation
Prince Charitable Trust

$10,000 - $19,999
After School Matters
Helen Brach Foundation
HSBC
Charles E. Marks Charitable Trust
McDonald’s
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Peoples Gas & North Shore Gas
Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
Dr. Scholl Foundation
REI
Sports Authority

$5,000 - $9,999
Bank of America
William Blair & Co.
Chicago Public Schools
Commonwealth Edison
Davee Foundation
Earth Share of Illinois
Ford Motor Company
Madison Dearborn Partners, LLC
Marion Lloyd Trust
Men’s Health Magazine
Motorola Foundation
Northern Trust Corporation
Peoples Energy
Shape Magazine
Simple Green
Starcom
Irvin Stern Foundation
Unilever Corporation
Wenske Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (1)
The Brickman Group, Ltd.
Capital IQ
The Care of Trees
Carmeuse USA
Clif Bar
Compubill
Crain-Maling Foundation
Deloitte
Deutsche Bank
Donnelley Foundation
Erie Café
Ernst & Young
Goldman Sachs
Holsten Real Estate
ITW
Intralinks, Inc.
Irving Harris Foundation
Illinois EPA
Jeep
Jocarno Fund
Madison Dearborn Partners, LLC
McKinsey & Company
Merrill Lynch
Quaker/Pepsico
Pritzker-Pucker Family Foundation

Pritzker-Traubert Family Foundation
S&C Electric Foundation
Schawk Family Foundation
Sulzer Family Foundation
Tawani Foundation
Walgreen Pharmacies
Robert C. Wislow Foundation

$100 - $999
Allied Glove & Safety
Alsdorf Foundation
Ariel Capital Management
Back 9
Bear Naked
Be Our Guest
Bill Bartholomay Foundation
Blistex
Kenneth Douglas Foundation
Edelman Family Foundation
Enelow Fund
Factset
Garnier Nutritioniste
Glascott’s Saloon
Golfsmith
Harris Bank
Heartland RV, LLC
Jewish Federation
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Learner Family Foundation
Lehman Brothers
Magid Gloves
Metropolitan Properties of Chicago, LLC
Monitor Group
Proofdaily
RBS Greenwich Capital
Rockit Bar & Grill
UBS
Underground
Vita Fusion
Wells Lamont Gloves
Wynnchurch Capital, Ltd.

In-Kind Contributions
Allied Glove and Safety Products
America’s Film Fund
American Chairs
Arbonne International / 

Laurie and Dan Bachleda
Argo Tea
Joanne Bauer, BauerLatoza Studio
Bear Naked
June Bekken
Binny’s Beverage Depot
Blistex
Brickman
John Buenz, Solomon Cordwell & Buenz
Kenneth C. Burkhart
Julie Burns, BauerLatoza Studio
Dr. Margaret Burroughs
CBS 2 Chicago
Mitchell Canoff
The Care of Trees
Robert Chesrow
Chicago Athlete Magazine
Chicago Cultural Center
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
Chicago Department of Environment
Chicago Park District
Chicago Police Department
Chicago Signature Events
Chicago Transit Authority
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation
Chiquita
City of Chicago
Clif Bar
Conscious Choice Magazine – 

A Gaiam Company
Corinthian Yacht Club
The Honorable John Cullerton
Dasani Water
Tom Dwyer / Tallackson Oghe Media

Design, Inc.
Eli’s Chicago’s Finest
Event Architects / Gary Chichester
Fact Set
A. Finkl & Sons Co.
Fisher Nuts
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Florisculpture / Catherine Longmire
Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Fredda, Fredda ID / Tourmaline Studio
Friends of Monroe Harbor
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Garnier Nutritioniste
Glaceau Vitamin Water
Glascott Saloon
Jeff Goeters
Gold Standard
Goose Island Brew Pub
Thom Green, Greene Proppe Design
Halls Rentals
Barbara Hermann
I2i-Design.com
Icon Printing
Injury Free Chicago at Chicago Children’s Hospital
Insight Technologies
Jayson Home & Garden
Jewel Food Stores
Peter Kindel, Topografis
R.W. Knudsen Family
Korshak Public Relations
Kurth Lampe Public Relations
LaGrou Distribution Systems
Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois
Lifeway Foods
LUNA bar
Lush
Magid Gloves
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
McDonald’s
McFarlane Douglass & Companies / Douglas Giebel
Men’s Health Magazine
Metropolitan Pier & Exposition Authority
Barbara K. Minster
mosbrookdesign.com
Mike Nowak
On Line Productions
Openlands Project ?
Sid Pazol
Phil Stefani Signature Restaurants
Brad Pierce
Preservation Chicago
Proof Daily
Pros Arts Studio
Gordon Ramsey, Wine Shippers
Rank Entertainment
Rockit Bar & Grill
Rudy Project
Shape Magazine
Sheffield Press
Shoreline Sightseeing
Smoky Sakurada
Simple Green
Sports Authority
Steve Edwards Orchestra
U.S. EPA
Edward K. Uhlir, FAIA
Uncle Ben’s
Underground
Unilever
Village Cycle Center
Vega
Vita Fusion
Walgreens Pharmacy
Windsor Outdoor
WXRT-FM 93.1 Radio
Lynn Wier
ZYM

Chairman
Fred Bates

Vice Chairs
James Alter*
Kendra Beard*
Kim du Buclet
Harold Leftwich
Lauren Moltz
Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.*

Secretary/Treasurer
Donald Young

Executive Committee 
at Large
Joanne Bauer
Diane F. Ciral
Richard G. George
Robert P. Gordon, M.D.
Robert Jones
Alicia Pond
Susan Radzinowicz
Tom Sanberg*

Board of Directors
Anthony Belluschi
Victor Bernhard, M.D.
Paul Boyd
John Buenz
Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Kay Clement
Oscar O. D’Angelo
Ruth Dunbar Davee
Leon M. Despres
Mark Doyle
Fredda
Diana Garber
Chris Grapes

Ian Grossman
Fred Lebed
Lynn Leftwich
Kehaulani Lum
Walter Netsch
Nancy Nugent
Dr. Serge Pierre-Louis
Richard Pincus
Janet Reali
Patrick K. Sheehan
Sophia Sieczkowski
Jacqueline L. Sloan

Advisory Board
Josephine Bellalta
Vanice Billups
Baird Brown
Kenneth C. Burkhart
Sally A. Kitt Chappell
John Chavez
Karen Davis
David Eubanks
Leon Finney, Jr.
Phil Fisher
Mary L. Gray
Deone Jackman
Scott Jamieson
Kitty Kurth
Michael Moran, M.D.
Victoria Ranney
James Rich, III
Marc Schulman
David Sharpe
Gerry Moss Silverstein
Allen R. Smart
Roger Taylor
Kelly Drew Townsel

John Vaile
Lois Weisberg

Junior Board
John Barbato
Andrew Bender
Jill Blacketer
Jessica Bouboulis
Phil Brennan
Jonathan Chaparro
Julia Chen
Robert Clarke
Lauren Cobey
Emily Colantino
Lauren Craig
Rick Desai
Cameron K. Doctor
Dan Doublin
Derek Ferguson
David George
Greg Goldstein
Graham Gioragnoli
Griffin Gordon
Chris Grapes
Brent Grinna
Mike Haas
Craig Hanba
Katie Kula
Jason Moore
Matt Moran
Ryan Nyblad
Brian Rogers
Eric Steinberg
Mike Wall
Chad Yarlagadda

* Denotes Past Chairs

Board & Staff

Member of Earth Share Illinois

Staff
Rebecca Blazer, Director of Forest Preserves
Angela Cisneros, Office Manager
Amy Donatell, Director of Membership
John Paul Jones, Director of Neighborhood Parks and Community Relations
John R. O’Connell, Vice President, Administration and Development
Eleanor K. Roemer, General Counsel and Director of Public Trust and Policy
Mary Eileen Sullivan, Director of Volunteers
Nancy Minster Swabb, Director of Communications and Events
Colin Taylor, Director of Education Program
Erma Tranter, President

Friends of the Parks’ Executive Committee

Annual Report
Editor: Erma Tranter
Managing Editor: Nancy Minster Swabb
Graphic Design: Janice Enloe



Yes! I’ll help preserve, protect and improve Chicago’s parks.
Sign me up as a member today! Enclosed is my contribution.

L $25 Student/Senior L $50 Family L $500 Benefactor
L $35 Individual L $100 Patron L $1,000 Frederick Law Olmsted Circle
L $40 Advisory Council L $250 Conserver

L My check payable to Friends of the Parks is enclosed. L My company’s matching gift form is enclosed.
L Please charge my credit card: L Visa L MasterCard L Discover

Account Number Expiration Date Signature

Name Telephone Number

Address Email Address

City State / Zipcode Employer (if applicable)

Financial Statement
October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008

REVENUE
Membership Contributions $139,724
Corporate Contributions 86,937
Foundation Grants 606,550
Special Events 

L.A.T.E. Ride 2008 288,804
Parks Ball 2008 187,520
Park Tours/Special Events 45,574
Direct costs (326,937)

EarthShare of Illinois 8,289
After-School Matters 42,720
Miscellaneous / Interest 64,125
Total Revenue $1,143,306

EXPENSES
Education/member services $128,464
Volunteers in Parks Program 103,219
Neighborhood Parks and Playground 113,751
Public Trust and Policy Program 125,583
Forest Preserve Initiate 85,578
Seed Grant Program 15,750
Environmental Education 71,119
Administration 127,920
Total Expenses $771,384

Change in net assets $371,922

Fund Balance
Beginning of year $389,292
End of year $656,039

We’d like to hear 
from you!
Friends of the Parks helps residents
with questions, problems and
issues concerning their neighbor-
hood parks. If you have concerns
you wish to discuss or help solve,
you may contact us in one of the
following ways:

Phone (312) 857-2757
Fax   (312) 857-0656

Websites
www.fotp.org  • www.lateride.org

17 N. State Street
Suite 1450
Chicago, IL 60602
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