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” ¥ nham lalfefrc.)n.t,. Fr'ien.ds of the Pafrks. beggr} the Last Four Kk
No place is more emblematic of Chicago than its L= 1 Park Miles ipltmﬁvg n 2.006’ bdr 1(1;g1ng cgizens .tc?gether
majestic lakefront. A feature in any postcard of = { to outline their vision and discuss the exciting
the city's skyline, the Chicago lakefront is known possibility of.completlng the lakeﬁont parks. Two
around the world for its beauty, accessibility, and years O,f meetings, gharrettes and dlallogues, Wlth
public ownership. ) ) . the'assmtance of Friends of the Parks’ professional
This year we celebrate the centennial . design team, produced the concept plans shown
The dream of a free, public, lakefront open to all has of Daniel Burnham’s Plan of Chicago, Y on the other side. g
been a compelling one since Chicago’s founding. the inspiration for much of Chicago’s g
Citizens have tirelessly fought to expand this remarkable lakefront. We remember South Lakefront Planning §
amenity. Shortsighted politicians, greedy developers, Bur'nhan.l’s words, that “a noble, ) [ At a 2006 community design charrette at %
powerful railroads, and even nature itself were logical qlagram once recorded will h Calumet Park, architects and planners worked ; 2
no match for the powerful idea that Chicago’s never die, but long after we are gone with ditizens, park advisory councils, and Parks at the former U.S. Steel South Works site (below) will offer new vist
lakefront—all of it—belongs to the public. WﬂLbe a 11v1ng thl_ng,. assem?g itself community organizations to develop concept O? thseo;akef?mZt afrd s.k)./linz.e Ngx pen,-(,)vs;,;s ;boti(?m ) can ,groiectelakessi;es
Lincoln Park Grant Park Burnham Park, Jackson with evergrowing insistency. plaps for the South §ide. The concept plan reflects buildings from lake storms (above, South Shore in 1987), and shelter quiet
Park, Rainbow Beach, and Calumet Park—all What idea for improving our city could ; N limited park expansion between 71st and 75th _ lagoons, providing new places to safely enjoy kayaks and canoes.
were created by the people of Chicago. A vast be more compelling than the dream of M, Str'eets to connect South Shorg Qultural Center with = -
public parkland stretches for a full 26 miles along completing Chicago’s public lakefront, ; Rainbow Beach Park, and additional park and beach
Chicago’s 30-mile shoreline as the result of the of creating, of dedicating, of enjoying . developmen} at the former U.S. Steel South Works.
the Last Four Miles? “Jackson The South Side plan also envisions the northward

dedicated work of our predecessors. . . .
P Park - one mile expansion of Calumet Park on land that is not used

by the Illinois International Port District Authority
for its maritime activities.

Today the visionary legacy
of Chicago’s founders has
nearly been completed.
Chicago’s lakefront park
system creates a linear park
expanse that is unrivaled
in the Great Lakes Basin.
When other waterfront
communities neglected
their shoreline, Chicagoans
dedicated themselves to
creating a beautiful public
lakefront. The result is a
legacy—an inheritance—
upon which we can build.

South Shore ) ]
Cultural Center The concept plan includes completion of the

lakefront path from 71st Street to the Indiana

State Line, with connections to neighborhoods

and bike trails in South Chicago and the Calumet
region. Based on engineering and environmental
studies, the design includes almost 400 acres of
new parkland, with new beaches, recreational fields,
greenways, and nature areas for South Chicago
neighborhoods, which urgently need additional
parkland.
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The Concept Plan

Based on community visioning sessions and
charrettes, the Last Four Miles professional
design team—after review with ecological and
engineering experts—produced this concept
plan. Guiding the effort were:

The Last Four Miles Planning Principles
B DPublic access along Lake Michigan
from Evanston to Indiana

® More parkland and beaches

® Community-based planning effort

® Completion of a continuous lakefront path
B Greenway corridors to the lake

B Creation of habitat and improvement
of Lake Michigan coastal ecosystem

® Preservation of cultural history

B Attention to previous and current
open-space and greenway planning efforts

M C H

Walkers and bicyclists can
continue on the lakefront path
all the way to Evanston, without
unsafe and confusing detours
onto neighborhood streets.

ipRiwATREy

of Loyola University provides
new places for recreation or to
Jjust gaze out over the lake in
quiet contemplation.

Heavily used Berger Park is expanded
with additional parkland and a new
beach, within easy reach of families
and children attending park programs.

Additional parkland to the east

Calumet Park is expanded
with 140 additional acres,
offering more places to run
and to play. Quieter, more
contemplative areas would be
created adjacent to the lake.

An alternate Edgewater

| proposal creates two

peninsulas enclosing a
new lagoon, with a bridge
for the lakefront path.

A sheltered lagoon
provides calm water for
kayaking and canoeing. A
more naturalistic shoreline
edge is designed to offer
great places for fishing.

X a7 ™~

Submerged breakwaters or reefs create new
aquatic habitat while protecting the beach
sand from being carried away by winter storms.

beaches will be
integrated into
a continuous

shoreline park.

A cross-section shows how the peninsula alternatives create a quiet new lagoon and protects shoreline buildings from Lake Michigan.
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The lakefront path
(in red) curves
along the shoreline,
crosses the old

U.S. Steel slip, and
continues along
the Calumet River
to connect with
Calumet area trails.

To increase parkland and
improve lake access from
the former U.S. Steel site,
new beach and lagoon
areas will be created
between 79th and the
Calumet River. The existing
site, elevated several

feet above the water,
offers no lake access.

A promontory at the
north end of the U.S.
Steel site offers new
recreational areas and
vistas of the lakefront

and downtown skyline.

Innovative landscaping

creates wildlife habitat and
benefits the Lake Michigan
ecosystem. Some 400 new

acres of new parkland

along the south lakefront
will attract migrating birds

following the shoreline.

Isolated street-end

New parkland and beach
edges use naturalistic
landscaping to create
wildlife and aquatic
habitat and provide
educational opportunities.

Continuous shoreline
paths offer expanded
opportunities for
exercise, or to just
stroll along the lake.
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An alternate proposal for the area
between 71st and 75th places lakefill
offshore to create two peninsulas,
with a bridge for the lakefront path

A new park fills the gap
between the South Shore
Cultural Center and Rainbow
Beach Park, allowing a
continuous lakefront path
from 71st to 75th.
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