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Friends of the Parks has shown dedication and 

support to Friends of DuSable’s efforts to remember

Chicago’s past by promoting inclusion and diversity

to all people that love public parks.

We see Friends of the Parks as one of our most

important Friends in Chicago.

Haroon Rashid

President, Friends of DuSable  



Chicago’s park system took a leap forward in 2004 with
the completion of Millennium Park in the city’s front

yard. The 24-acre park, constructed over the unsightly rail-
road tracks, was dedicated in July. By all measurements,
the park was a spectacular success. Frank Gehry’s Pritzker
Pavilion, Anish Kapoor’s Cloud Gate (“the Bean”), Jeume
Plenza’s Crown Fountain and Kathryn Gustafson’s Lurie
Gardens have drawn hundreds of thousands of visitors to
this downtown gem. The project fulfills one of Friends of
the Parks’ earliest visions for Grant Park.

As part of our Public Trust initiatives, Friends of the
Parks partnered with Friends of Monroe Harbor to dis-
suade the Chicago Park District from turning historic
Monroe Harbor from a boating oasis with graceful moor-
ing anchors into a fully constructed and densely built-up
marina. As a result of our combined advocacy, the Park
District put the marina project on hold and agreed to com-
plete a study of future needs and best locations for addi-
tional boating slips.

Our strong advocacy continued to protect a 30-acre
tract of land in Chicago’s northwest side from develop-
ment. The Dunning property, with two wetlands and a
forested area, serves as open space for a community much
in need of park space. We are working to permanently pro-
tect the area with a conservation easement.

In neighborhood parks, Friends of the Parks worked
with park advisory councils and community groups to
increase the amount of park space in Chicago. In Logan
Square, the Illinois Department of Transportation trans-
ferred two parcels adjacent to the Kennedy Expressway to
the Chicago Park District. The Park District acquired park-
land in Calumet Heights, where previously no public park
space existed. 

Friends of the Parks reached a milestone in 2004 when
we expanded our work to improve the forest preserves in
Cook County. Friends of the Parks took the lead in devel-
oping a coalition of environmental groups and in drafting a
new Land Policy Resolution and Land Policy Ordinance for
the Cook County Forest Preserve District, both of which
the Forest Preserve Board unanimously approved. The ordi-
nance has already been used to protect the preserves from
encroachment.

We protected and improved parks and preserves in part-
nership with park advisory councils, adopt a park groups,
environmental organizations, volunteers, elected officials
and members. Together, we accomplished much in 2004.
Thanks to all of you for your work and support.

Sincerely,

Kendra Beard Gassel Erma Tranter
Chair of the Board President

Dear 

Friend

Millennium
Park features
state-of-the-art
design elements
from Frank
Gehry, who 
created the 
Jay Pritzker
Pavilion shown
above, and
sculptors Anish 
Kapoor and
Jaume Plensa.



Peshtigo Court between Illinois Street and Grand Avenue;
the completion of the River Esplanade to connect with
DuSable Park under Lake Shore Drive; and the completion
of DuSable Park on the east side of Lake Shore Drive. In
2004, Friends of the Parks proposed (and City Council
approved) designating the North Chicago River Esplanade,
from DuSable Park to Pioneer Court on Michigan Avenue,
as the DuSable Founders Trail. Historic plaques and appro-
priate signs will call attention to the site of DuSable’s settle-
ment and to Chicago’s early history where the Chicago
River meets Lake Michigan.

In the summer of 2004, the spectacular new Millennium
Park opened to rave reviews. Since 1976, Friends of the
Parks and other civic groups had advocated developing
new park land over the railroad tracks that run through
Grant Park. It took a strong public/private partnership led
by Mayor Richard M. Daley and John H. Bryan, retired
CEO of Sara Lee Corporation, to make it an outstanding
success. The City of Chicago contributed $250 million and
John Bryan raised over $220 million in private donations
for the Millennium Park project. State-of-the-art design ele-
ments include work by Frank Gehry (Pritzker Pavillion),
Anish Kapoor (Cloud Gate sculpture, also known as “the
Bean”), Jeume Plensa (Crown Fountain, which proved
immensely popular with children who played in the water
during the summer), and Kathryn Gustafson (The Lurie
Garden at the southeast corner of the park). Visitors also
flocked to the McCormick Tribune Plaza and Ice Rink on
the Michigan Avenue side of the for park art exhibits in the
summer and ice skating in the winter.

Northerly Island Park opened in August 2004. The 99-
acre lakefront site includes paths for pedestrians and bicy-
clists with basic landscaping for picnics and informal recre-
ation. The Park District plans further development of the
park in the future. Friends of the Parks along with the
Northerly Island Coalition proposed a number of principles
for the park’s final development, including creating a more
naturalistic park design using native grasses, wild flowers,
and shrubs that provide food for migrating birds.

Farther south, near 47th Street, the City of Chicago,
Chicago Park District, Army Corps of Engineers and
Alderman Toni Preckwinkle, with the help of professional
consultants and community groups, have secured funding
for an exciting new shoreline project called the Morgan
Shoal Natural Area. The plan includes traditional parkland,
a wetland, a sand beach, a pebble beach, and a dune and
swale area next to the sand beach. 

In January 2004, the Illinois International Port District
Authority (IPDA) released plans for the future of Lake
Calumet and the Calumet River.  Surprisingly, the plans
ignored the Calumet Area Land Use Plan, which incorpo-
rated suggestions from government agencies, elected offi-
cials, industry and the local community. The Calumet Area
Land Use Plan called for expanding recreational opportuni-
ties in the area, including water-based recreation on the
western shore of Lake Calumet, adjacent to the Harborside
International Golf Course. The IPDA, on the other hand,
called for a parking lot. Friends of the Parks urged the
IPDA to maximize the use of the Lake Calumet area as a
public park and a reclaimed habitat for migratory birds. a

Park Advocacy:

Public Trust

and Research

Protecting Lakefront Parks
The Chicago Park District delighted Friends of the Parks

and its partners Friends of Monroe Harbor, Landmarks
Preservation Council of Illinois, and local residents and
community groups when it announced that it would not
construct a $30 million Monroe Harbor marina. Friends of
the Parks encouraged its members to gather petitions and
send letters to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and public
officials opposing the project. A standing-room-only crowd
attended a January 2004 symposium co-sponsored by Friends
of the Parks, during which five panelists demonstrated the
importance of preserving Monroe Harbor.  

In the spring of 2004, the Landmarks Preservation Council
of Illinois listed Monroe Harbor as one of the Ten Most
Endangered Historic Places for 2004. As a result of this
work, the Chicago Park District put its construction plans
on hold, and instead approved funding for a District-wide
harbor framework plan to guide future harbor development.

In late 2003, a zoning amendment added a fourth public
park as part of the River East Planned Development (on the
north side of the Chicago River between Michigan Avenue
and Lake Michigan). The plan now calls for a park on

This photo
shows Monroe
Harbor with its
current 1,000
mooring cans.
The image
below shows
what Monroe
Harbor would
look like with
900 new con-
structed finger
docks. 
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Protecting and Expanding Neighborhood 
Parks and Playgrounds

The Garfield Park Conservatory revival continued this
year with the “Chapungu” exhibit of African sculpture, the
“Giants” exhibit of dinosaur bones, as well as the recon-
struction of the Palm House. Friends of the Parks takes
pride in helping to start this revival by winning a $1.46
million challenge grant in 1995 from the Lila-Wallace
Reader’s Digest Fund and establishing the Garfield Park
Conservatory Alliance.

The City of Chicago finalized the Logan Square Open
Space Plan last year. Logan Square has the least parks per
resident of any community in Chicago except South
Lawndale. The Logan Square Open Space Plan identified
fifteen potential park acres. Friends of the Parks supported
the concept plan and, along with the Logan Square Parks
Alliance, the Chicago Park District, and elected state offi-
cials, successfully advocated that the Illinois Department of
Transportation transfer two parcels of unused land adjacent
to the Kennedy Expressway to the Chicago Park District
for a skate board park and dog park. 

Neighborhood Parks:

Partnerships 

Foster Success

Friends of the Parks continued to work with the North
of Howard Park Advisory Council to advocate for new
parks in the community, which now includes the newly-
acquired Harold Washington Playlot and the soon-to-be-
built Gale Community Center. We were fortunate to help
secure $65,000 to help fund the new children’s playground.

Under the direction of Alderman Joe Moore, several
Rogers Park residents launched the 49th Ward Parks and
Beaches Committee to develop an open space plan for the
ward and identify potential park enhancements and green-
ing opportunities. Friends of the Parks was pivotal in the
early formation of this group. 

Redevelopment of Nichols Park took place in the sum-
mer of 2004 with the grand opening of the Nichols Park
fieldhouse. Dedicated community activists spent many years
to ensure that the park’s property would be available for
community events for both youth and seniors. Friends of
the Parks worked closely with the community and the
Chicago Park District to ensure that the school-park agree-
ment met the needs of the entire community.

The Chicago Park District received $50,000 and land in
exchange for encroachment violations by a private compa-
ny at 4109 S. Princeton Avenue. Friends of the Parks iden-
tified the “taking” of this Park District-owned parcel for a
parking lot by private business and recommended that the
Chicago Park District challenge the action.

Friends of the Parks continued its active role on the
Mayor’s Bike Advisory Committee, which successfully
negotiated for funding of Lakefront Bikeway improvements
from Lawrence to Foster Avenues. The group also celebrat-
ed the construction of the new Major Taylor Bikeway
located on Chicago’s south side.

Friends of the Parks engaged in a survey of child and
teen programs at fifty Park District facilities after receiving
calls that programs were not fulfilling the demands of the
community. Our study compared scheduled offerings, listed
in the Park District quarterly @Play newsletter with actual
programs presented. A key finding was that only 40% of
the programs advertised were actually occurring at the time
of our visits. Friends of the Parks met with Park District
officials to make recommendations to better serve the
neighborhood community park patrons. Suggestions
included better staff training, consistent program schedules,
more emphasis on programs for teens and an expansion of
the art partnership programs. 

The Injury Free Coalition for Kids of Chicago and
Friends of the Parks co-hosted a workshop, “Cutting Costs
with a Community Build.” The workshop gave tips on
recruiting community volunteers to help the Chicago Park
District build playgrounds as well as information on the
timeframe and budget to complete new playgrounds.  

Friends of the Parks hosted two budget workshops on
the Chicago Park District’s 2004 budget and published a
Guide to the Chicago Park District. 

Funding Park Projects with Seed Grants
Friends of the Parks awarded nine small “Seed Grants”

totaling $6,000 to groups seeking to beautify parks, play-
grounds and field houses and to initiate park programs. a

During Friends
of the Parks’
Earth Day
Clean-Up, 
volunteers
installed 
new fibar at
Commercial
Park Play-
ground (1845
W. Rice Street).



Monitoring the Forest Preserve District of Cook County
During 2004, Friends of the Parks continued to monitor

the Forest Preserve District of Cook County. In the keynote
speech at the Annual Meeting in February 2004, Cook
County Forest Preserve District Commissioner Mike
Quigley discussed the noble history of the Forest Preserve
and more recent problems documented in a report co-
authored by Friends of the Parks and Friends of the Forest
Preserves. Commissioner Quigley concluded that the Forest
Preserve District had lost track of its core mission, and had
spent too much money on recreation, and not enough on
acquiring new land and maintaining the land it owned. He
proposed lifting a longstanding moratorium on land
restoration; recruiting volunteers to return prairies, wood-
lands, and groves to health; acquiring new land immediate-
ly; fixing basic facilities like toilets, picnic tables, shelters
and paths; and reforming the top-heavy administration of
the District.  

In March 2004, Commissioners Mike Quigley and
Earlean Collins asked Friends of the Parks to work with
other environmental groups and their staff to develop a
Land Use Policy Ordinance for the Forest Preserve District.
Friends of the Parks, Friends of the Forest Preserves, Sierra
Club, Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, and
Openlands Project worked together to draft the Land
Policy Ordinance, which was submitted to the Board of
Commissioners in June 2004. The Board unanimously
approved the new Land Policy Resolution and Land Policy
Ordinance in November 2004. Friends of the Parks believes
this will help the Forest Preserve District refocus on its core
mission of acquiring and preserving forest preserves.

Since Friends of the Parks completed its study of the
Forest Preserve District in 2004, officials have begun posi-
tive changes in management and administration. The budg-
et includes dollars to implement management systems that
should produce long-term benefits for the Forest Preserves.
The District implemented staff training programs, and cre-
ated a Trails Management Program to support trail crews
who regularly maintain the 300-mile trail network.  

Advocating for Open Space Funding
Friends of the Parks worked with a coalition of other

conservation organizations to help restore $30 million for
open space and natural areas to Illinois’ 2005 budget.
Fortunately, the state restored full funding to the Open
Space Land Acquisition and Development Fund and the
Natural Areas Acquisition Fund. In his initial budget
address last February, Governor Rod Blagojevich proposed
giving these programs a “holiday for one year.” In response,
a coalition of conservation organizations, including Friends
of the Parks, organized a campaign of calls and letters to
state senators and representatives demonstrating support
for these programs. The General Assembly responded by
reinstating the $30 million in the 2005 budget. a

Improving 

Forest Preserves 

in Cook County:

Acquiring and 

Preserving Land

Our community has been working for about two years 

to preserve a wooded wetland on the northwest side 

of Chicago…Our area is underserved for park space and

open green space. a Friends of the Parks has taken an

active role and been directly involved with our efforts

to stop development of 30 acres of open green space with

a wooded area and natural wetland. a This land 

has been preserved as a result of the tireless efforts 

and commitment of Friends of the Parks.

Joyce M. Swider, Chairwoman,

Northwest Concerned Citizens

The Forest
Preserve 
District of 
Cook County
maintains
68,000 acres 
of forest 
preserves.



In April 2004, Friends of the Parks — along with the
Chicago Park District, the Forest Preserve District of

Cook County, Home Depot, The Care of Trees, Simple
Green, Alphawood Foundation, and ComEd — co-hosted
the 15th Annual Earth Day Parks Clean-Up. More than
2,000 volunteers cleaned up parks at more than 100 loca-
tions around Chicago. Many of the volunteers then came to
Humboldt Park for the 11th Annual Earth Day Celebration,
which Friends of the Parks co-sponsored with the Chicago
Park District, the Humboldt Park Advisory Council and the
Humboldt Park Garden Club. 

Throughout the year, Friends of the Parks organized
eighteen Community Service Days for volunteers in neigh-
borhood parks. Nearly 1,000 volunteers participated in
parks and preserves.

Friends of the Parks also welcomed stewards into its
Adopt-A-Park program, in which volunteers committed to
take responsibility for neighborhood parks. In 2004, Friends
of the Parks’ Adopt-A-Park program included over 90
parks. Local advisory councils, schools, and community
groups hosted at least four work days in their respective
neighborhood parks. These committed stewards removed
litter, planted flowers and trees, painted over graffiti and
replaced fibar (soft surface material) in neighborhood play-
grounds. a

Volunteers in Parks:

Greening Parks

and Preserves

I have worked with Friends of the Parks for 

many years and in many ways. They’re down-to-earth 

people who have the Chicago communities’ 

environmental needs at heart, and they are not

afraid to struggle with the community to meet

those needs. a We look forward to many 

years of a collaborative, mutual relationship 

with Friends of the Parks.

Sister Cecelia, Community Organizer,

Howard Area Community Center and Member,

North of Howard Parks Advisory Council

Two hundred volunteers from Unilever Corporation’s
downtown office traveled to Douglas Park (1401 S.
Sacramento Boulevard) to mulch fifty trees and make
improvements to four children’s playgrounds.

Friends of the
Parks’ volun-
teers can often
be seen at parks
throughout the
city cleaning,
greening and
improving play-
grounds, parks
and beaches.



Friends of the Parks sponsored three “Tuesday Park
Talks” designed to educate the public about park issues.

Dr. Lisa Roberts, Director of Conservatories for the Chicago
Park District, presented an informative slideshow about the
ongoing restoration of the Garfield Park Conservatory;
three experts discussed plans for the ecological revitaliza-
tion of the Lake Calumet Region; and author Mary
Lackritz Gray discussed Chicago’s public murals.

Friends of the Parks, Friends of Monroe Harbor, and the
Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois co-sponsored a
symposium about the importance of preserving Monroe
Harbor.   

Friends of the Parks and the Chicago Cultural Center
co-sponsored two “Creative Living in the City” lectures. In
June, Ed Uhlir — architect, planner, and Project Manager
of Millennium Park — discussed the history of Chicago’s
Lincoln Park Zoo. In August, Adam Schwerner, Director of
Horticulture with the Chicago Park District, presented a
slide show of “art gardens” in Grant, Lincoln, Washington,
and Douglas Parks.

At our Annual Meeting in February 2004, Friends of the
Parks presented awards to seven individuals, groups and
elected officials for their outstanding work in improving,
protecting or funding parks in the Chicago area. Allstate
Insurance Foundation, architect and planner John Buenz,
the Commercial Park Advisory Council, the Westside Parks
Coalition, State Senator Emil Jones, Jr., Alderman John A.
Pope, and Alderman Toni Preckwinkle received awards. 

In March 2004, Friends of the Parks hosted its Ninth
Annual Volunteer in Parks Awards Reception at beautiful
Sherman Park (1301 W. 52nd Street). The event recognized
the following individuals and groups for their outstanding
work in Chicago’s parks: Marge Burke, George Davis,
Tami Dobbins, Gloria Funderburg, Elizabeth Garza, Dale
Marie Grandys, Pam Holy, Jerry Korulchuk, Mark Miller,
John Mitchell, Anne Rozmin, Joyce Swider, Paul Whittaker,
Doug Wood, Fellger Park Advisory Council, LaFollette
Park Advisory Council and Wrightwood Neighbors
Association.

In May 2004, Friends of the Parks honored Ann Lurie
and Kathryn Gustafson at the 15th Annual Parks Ball. Ann
Lurie endowed The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium
Park with a generous $10 million donation, and interna-
tionally renowned landscape architect Kathryn Gustafson
designed the garden. 

In July 2004, thousands of bicyclists stayed up all night
for the 16th annual Friends of the Parks’ L.A.T.E. Ride, an
all-night bicycle ride supporting Friends of the Parks. Voted
the number one Bike Ride in the most recent Chicago
Athlete Magazine’s Readers’ Choice Awards, Friends of the
Parks’ The L.A.T.E. Ride raises funds for Friends of the
Parks and gives cyclists a unique opportunity to bike through
Chicago neighborhoods while most people are sleeping.

This year Friends of the Parks hosted a brand-new bicy-
cle ride called the Fall Frolic. In September 2004, nearly
one hundred bicyclists rode through the North Branch Bike
Trail of the Forest Preserves to the Chicago Botanic Garden
and back. a

Environmental 

Education and Events: 

Bringing People 

into the Parks

Friends of the Parks has been invaluable 

to our new organization in its first year.

They helped us acquire land for park expansion and

obtain commitments from the city for new parks in

Logan Square. We are grateful to have formed a

partnership with Friends of the Parks.

Susan Geraghty, Logan Square Parks Alliance

Nine thousand
participants 
pedaled for 
parks in Friends
of the Parks’
L.A.T.E. Ride, 
a non-competitive,
after-midnight
ride through
Chicago.



Illinois, and taking advantage of a vacancy in the 5th Ward
seat (caused by the incumbent alderman running for mayor
against eventual winner Daley), Leon Despres joined the
City Council in 1955, ironically on the same day that Richard
J. Daley took office as mayor. 2005 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of their mutual ascendancy. Alderman Despres retired
from the City Council in 1975, a year before the untimely
death of Mayor Daley in 1976. Their nearly simultaneous
service to the City of Chicago was about the only thing
Alderman Despres and Mayor Daley ever had in common.  

Through 20 years of sparring, Despres acted as the con-
science of the City Council. Though he and the first Mayor
Daley served the city from opposing viewpoints, they shared
mutual respect while guiding the city through troubling and
changing times. Len is proud that through all of their
squabbles, only one occasion led to any rancor between
them: Mayor Daley called Despres a liar, and it concerned
the use (or abuse) of Washington Park. Looking back,
Despres relishes that the greatest instance of contention
between them had to do with what was best for a park.

Len admits that he was always a maverick. He is most
proud of the fact that he never wavered in his convictions,
that throughout his career he maintained a steady position
battling discrimination and racial segregation. His advoca-
cy for better long-term planning for the city instilled in him
a passion for parks. While working on the Planning Com-
mission, Len was first exposed to Friends of the Parks. He
joined the Board of Directors of Friends of the Parks shortly
after leaving City Council, and he still serves as a member
of the Board.

Today, Len and his lovely bride of 73 years, Marian, still
live in Hyde Park, just overlooking the beloved park of his
youth, Jackson Park. Having raised two children (with one
grandson), he stays young by still going to the Loop twice a
week to review matters at his law office. His new book,
Challenging the Daley Machine, A Chicago Alderman’s
Memoir (Northwestern U. Press, 2005), complete with a
glowing introduction by Chicago icon Mike Royko, was
released in May 2005. He attributes his long life to “genet-
ics” (his great grandfather lived to 103), and clean living.

Len believes that his city’s beloved parks are in much
better shape than they were thirty years ago, and he attrib-
utes much of the improvement to the vigilance of Friends
of the Parks. “It’s the model of a good citizens’ organiza-
tion,” he said. He believes Friends of the Parks remains rel-
evant and vital to the health of Chicago’s park system, and
thinks there should be constant “dramatization” of the
importance of parks in the everyday lives of people.

“Parks are vulnerable to all kinds of assault,” he intones,
threatened by unfettered development and abuse by the very
patrons they were created to serve. He would like to see
further expansion of Chicago’s park space, but not at the
expense of over-building, such as the proposed docking of
Monroe Harbor, a proposal opposed by Friends of the Parks.

Chicago is a better city because Len Despres served it
bravely and unselfishly for over twenty years in office, and
for all his life as a model citizen and advocate for the victim-
ized and oppressed. Leon Despres represents the values that
make Friends of the Parks a vital force in our city, and he
remains a role model for all we do for the public good. a

Anyone who lived in Chicago from the 1950’s through
the 1970’s recalls the name of one Chicago Alderman

who bravely stood virtually alone against big-city patron-
age and corruption. Nearly every night on the news, a story
would run about Mayor Richard J. Daley jousting with the
liberal alderman from the 5th Ward, a man who tirelessly
fought for the rights of all individuals, a champion of civil
liberties and foe of racial discrimination. That hero for the
little guy in Chicago: Leon Despres.

Leon (or Len as many call him) was born 97 years ago,
the first of two children of Henrietta and Samuel Despres.
Attending Hyde Park High School, he developed an early
appreciation of the English language, and competed on the
debate team. This led him to the University of Chicago, first
with an undergraduate degree in History, and a J.D. in 1929.
After a five-year stint at a large law office, Len began his
own firm in the mid-1930’s, specializing in labor and civil
liberties litigation. One case dealt with a murder that reflect-
ed racial discrimination against blacks in Chicago housing.
Although he lost the case, Despres was vaulted to national
standing as an attorney who represents the downtrodden.

After serving as Chairman of the Independent Voters of

Leon Despres: 

A Legacy of 

Independence and 

Civic Service

“Throughout
his career [Leon
M. Despres] has
been in the fore-
front of just
about every
decent, worth-
while effort
made to improve
life in this city,”
Mike Royko
once wrote.



Park Champions
$5,000
Lurie Investments, Inc.
Joan W. and Irving B. Harris / The Irving Harris Foundation
Helen and Sam Zell / The Zell Family Foundation

Protectors
$2,500–$4,999
Ellen J. Benjamin and Frederick N. Bates
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Bryan
Diane and Shev Ciral
Paula and Peter Fasseas
David and Kendra Beard Gassel
Lewis Landsberg, M.D. / Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine
Jennifer and Judd Malkin
Linda and Jim Martin and Family
Peter O’Brien / O’Briens Restaurant & Bar
Steven Rosen, M.D. / Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive
Cancer Center of Northwestern University

Stewards
$1,000–$2,499
Joan and Robert Feitler
Cindy Pritzker
Anne K. Smith-Holmes / Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation
Heather and Bill White

Benefactors
$500–$999
Leigh and Henry Bienen / Northwestern University
Alyce H. DeCosta
Sophie and Bob Gordon
Sophia Sieczkowski and Joel Krauss
Lee M. Jampol, M.D.
Fay and Daniel Levin
Adrienne Drell and Frank Nitikman
Alicia and Peter Pond
Lora and Tom Sanberg
Susan and Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Randall and Kelly Drew Townsel
John Vinci

Conservers
$250–$499
Victor M. Bernhard, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Lieberman
Janice Linn and Richard Pincus
John W. Rogers, Jr. / Ariel Capital Management, LLC

Patrons
$100–$249
Elizabeth and Stephen Ballis
Kay Clement
Karen S. Davis
Deone Jackman and Eugene Goldwasser
Suellen and Charles Long
Kerstin and Frank Nicholson

Parks Ball 2004

Supporters

Parks Ball 
2004 Honorees
Ann Lurie (left)
and Kathryn
Gustafson (cen-
ter), along with
Friends of the
Parks’ Chair
Kendra Gassel,
display their
awards during
the gala at the
South Shore
Cultural Center.



Personal Support
Frederick Law Olmsted Circle
$1,000 and Above
Marilyn B. Alsdorf
Joanne and James Alter
Ellen Benjamin and Frederick Bates
Joanne Bauer
Marti and Anthony Belluschi
Dr. and Mrs. Victor Bernhard
Patricia and Laurence Booth
Baird Brown
Lisa Gershenson and John Chavez
Diane and Shevlin Ciral
Paula and Oscar O. D’Angelo
Marilyn and Terry Diamond
Olive Weech Feinberg
Joan and Robert Feitler
Kendra Beard Gassel
Bernice Gershenson
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gordon
Mary and Richard Gray
Stanley Harris
Lee M. Jampol, M.D.
Sophia Sieczkowski and Joel Krauss
Lynn and Harold Leftwich
Carol and Robert Lifton

Maria Morningstar and 
Anthony Martin

Commissioner Cindy Mitchell
John Clement and Lauren Moltz 
Jan Linn and Richard Pincus
Alicia and Peter Pond
Lora and Thomas Sanberg
Susan and Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.
Allen R. Smart
Kelly Drew Townsel
John P. Vaile

Benefactors
$500–$999
Joe Antunovich
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Billups
Jennifer and Stephen F. Christy, Jr.
Kay Clement
Lynn Dinzole
Susan and Brian Fargo
Reven and Reed Fellars
Sonik Green
Scott Jamieson
Eleanor Janus
Donna LaPietra and Bill Kurtis
Barbara and John Massey

Katherine Mell
Jacqueline Sloan and 

Leonard Nowak
Serge JC Pierre-Louis, M.D.
Ruth and David Sharpe
Susan and Patrick Sheehan
J. Rand Sparling
Anne and Roger Taylor
Erma Tranter
John Vinci

Conservers
$250–$499
John W. Baird
Josephine Bellalta
Vera and Lon Brown
Roger Carlson
The Honorable John Cullerton
Karen S. Davis
Marian and Leon M. Despres
Betty and Norman Elkin
David M. Eubanks
Maya Friedler
Professor Stephen B. Goldberg
Deone Jackman and Eugene

Goldwasser
Jane and Ray Hagstrom
Robert F. Hirsch
Ruth Horwich
Patricia and Martin Koldyke
Fred Lebed
Marion Lloyd
Andrew McGhee
Adrienne Meisel
Richard Morrow
Vreni Naess
Walter and Dawn Clark Netsch
Katherine Newhouse
Kerstin and Frank Nicholson
Richard Nopar
Nancy Nugent
Katherine and Norman Olson
John Pfeiffer
Claire and Gordon Prussian
Leslie Recht
Eleanor and Robert Roemer
Jill and Ron Rohde
Robert Rosenberg
Marilyn and Clarence Schawk
Gerda Schild
Beverly and Myron Shapiro
Arlene and William Staley
Sara and John Stassen
Hawley H. Stodder
Steven Duane Swanson
Jody C. Williams
Ann and Arnold Wolff

Patrons
$100–$249
Susan Adler
Leslie Ann Allison
Irene J. Allman
Sheila and James Amend
Mary and Paul Anderson
Doris and Laurence Ashkin
Oswelda A. Badal
Elizabeth and Stephen Ballis
Ellen and George Benson
Jeanne and Edward Berry
Mary A. Bjornson
Zenobia and Timuel Black

R. Darrell Bock
Christa and Hans Boden
Glenna Eaves and 

Christopher Boebel
Susan and Donald Bowey
Chris Buckley
Robert A. Bugler
Amy Campbell
Dolores Connolly and Daniel Casey
Sally A. Kitt Chappell
Doris and Howard Conant
Sue Cottrill
Paul Cronin
John P. Daley
Jean Silvestri, M.D. and 

J. Dade Darby
Alice Lyon and Daniel Davies
Diana and George Davis
Quinn and Robert Delaney
Carol L. Doty
Josephine and Richard Dunbar
Paul H. Dykstra
Russell Eggert
Wayne Elliott
Christine V. Esposito
Shirley and Robert Ettelson
Susan and Jerome Ettelson
Carol and Steven Felsenthal
Signe and Donald Ferguson
S. Richard Fine
Sally and John Fish
The Honorable Barbara 

Flynn-Currie
Arthur L. Frank, M.D.
Roxane and Daniel Friedman
Paul E. Freehling
Judith A. Friedman
Madelon and Roger Fross
Paula and Gordon Fuqua
M.J. Gapp
Martha A. Garcia
Carol and Joe Garsee
Jodi and Jeffrey Gassel
Judy and Mickey Gaynor
Virginia and Gary Gerst
Woodward Bennett and 

William Gerstein
Laura and Richard Gill
Richard A. Ginsburg
Dr. and Mrs. John Giovanna
Marina and John Graf
Arny Granat
Marina and Ed Green
Judith and Aubrey Greenberg
Janet Wolter Grip, M.D.
Gross Park Advisory Council
Joan M. Hall
Christie Hanna
Errol Halperin
Jan and Dickey Hamilton
The Honorable Carl R. Hansen
Emma and John Hartray, Jr.
Alice and Albert Hayes
Nancy Campbell Hays
Reuben L. Hedlund
Natalie and Ben Heineman
Janet and Robert Helman
Barbara Hermann
Jeff Herr
Bill Hinchliff
Jeanne and William Hjorth
Shirlee A. Hoffman
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Anish Kapoor’s
popular “Cloud
Gate” sculpture
has already 
fascinated 
thousands of
visitors in
Millennium
Park.



Anne Updegrove and 
Grayson Holmbeck 

Vicki and Bill Hood
Daneen Jachino
Elizabeth Betsy Jenkins
Alberta and James Johnson
Timothy Bard Johnson
Kevin Kemp
Priscilla and Steve Kersten
Mary and Sidney Kleinman
Laurence Korwin
Debra Krause
Lenore Murphy and 

Chester Kropidlowski
A. Jeanne LaDuke
Elizabeth Weldon and 

John Lashbrook
Nicole Lazzarini
Winfred M. Leaf
Jill and John Levi
Ferne Levy
Chris H. Lonn
Mary Chu and Richard Lozins
Michael Luckenbach
Judy and Jim MacDonald
Charlene and Gary MacDougal
Winifred A. Martin
Clark Maxfield
McCormick West Constructors
Jean and Bernard Meltzer
Rebecca and Frank Meyer
George J. Michko
Laura Davis Molk
Michael C. Moran, M.D.
Kate and William Morrison
Erna and Enrico Mugnaini
Cary Neiman
Franklin Nitikman
Jean and William O’Neill
Diane Palmer
Sally L. Park
Ann Bratton and John Partelow
Bill Peterman
Grant Pick
Rita T. Picken
Martha Pieper, M.D.
George W. Platzman
Elizabeth McCabe Postell
Charles Pounian, M.D.
Donald D. Powell
Margaret Power
Rhoda Pritzker
Jerry Proffit
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Rabb
Norman X. Raidl 
Joy Rasin
Robert Remer
Vivian and Louis Rosen
Ann Rothschild
Elaine and Arlen Rubin
Susan and Jim Runnion
Josephine and Rudy Ruzich
Ralph Rydholm
Harriett W. Rylaarsdam
Carolyn and Robert Sachs
Bettylou and Paul Saltzman
Alice and Harold Sandberg
Melissa B. Shakman
Brenda and Earl Shapiro
Soretta and Henry Shapiro
Karen Sheehan
Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell Sheinkop

John F. Shovelier
Rose Shure
Geraldine Moss and 

Michael Silverstein
Joanne Cicchelli and William Singer
Dr. and Mrs. Wesley Skogan
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Socol
Ronnie Jo Sokol
Marsha Williams and Scott Sonoc
Paul Spalla
Judith Stein
Lowell Stein
Lorna and Francis Straus
Joan and Eugene Stunard
Gerald Temaner
Jane and Howard Tiffen
Anne and James Toohey
Penny Pritzker and Bryan Traubert
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Treister
Dorothy Truesdell
Jonathan E. Twichell
Frances and Peter Vandervoort
David J. Varnerin
Birdie and Isaac Wagner
Pamela and Doug Walter
Cynthia Winter and 

Nicholas Weingarten
F.A. and Robert Weiss
Eleanor Wood Prince
Alice Wylie
Carol JH Yetken
Lisa and Eric Yondorf
Dr. and Mrs. Quentin Young
Henry Zemola
Lisa and Dave Zimmer

Corporate and 
Foundation Support
$20,000–$50,000
A. Montgomery Ward Foundation
Alphawood Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Richard Driehaus Foundation
Joyce Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts

$10,000–$19,999
Lloyd Fry Foundation
Louis R. Lurie Foundation
Albert Pick, Jr. Fund.

$5,000–$9,999
Bank One
BP America, Inc. 

(Chicago Public Schools)
Commonwealth Edison
Home Depot
LaSalle Bank
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Irvin Stern Foundation
Wenske Foundation 

$1,000–$4,999
Baird Foundation
The Care of Trees
Chaddick Foundation
Davee Foundation
Earth Share of Illinois
Ford Motor Company
McMaster-Carr Supply Co.
Northern Trust
Peoples Energy

Replogle Foundation
S&C Electric Foundation
Schwartz Family Foundation
Simple Green

$100–$999
Alsdorf Foundation
Ariel Capital Management
Bill Bartholomay Foundation
Kenneth Douglas Foundation
Edelman Public Relations
Enelow Fund
Koldyke Family Fund of the

Chicago Community Trust
Magid Gloves
Metropolitan Pier & 

Exposition Authority
MidAmerica Bank
Schawk Family Foundation
Standard Parking
Wells Lamont Gloves

In-Kind Contributions
Accent Advertising & Associates
Allied Glove and Safety Products
Balance Bar
John Buenz
Kenneth C. Burkhart
Dr. Margaret Burroughs
CBS 2 Chicago
The Care of Trees
Chicago Athlete Magazine
Chicago Cultural Center
Chicago Department of 

Cultural Affairs
Chicago Department of

Environment
Chicago Park District
Chicago Police Department
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation
Ciroc Snap Frost Vodka
City of Chicago
The Dannon Co.
Yvette Diaz DeLeon
Dominick’s
Duro Bag Mfg. Co.
Eli’s Chicago’s Finest
A. Finkl & Sons Co.
Forest Preserve District of 

Cook County
Friends of Monroe Harbor
Douglas N. Giebel, McFarlane

Douglass & Companies
Go Mix
Douglas Grew & Kids Circus
Hotel Burnham
Injury Free Chicago at 

Chicago Children’s Hopsital
Susan and Bill Johnson, Segway

Distributors in Chicago and
Kansas City, Missouri

Kurth Lampe Public Relations
LaGrou Distribution Systems
Landmarks Preservation Council

of Illinois
Lifeway Foods
Robert Lightfoot
Magid Gloves
Marketing Solutions, Inc.
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Metropolitan Pier & 

Exposition Authority

Barbara K. Minster
Naked Food-Juice
National University of Health

Sciences / runningdoctors.com
No. Ten by Tanqueray
On Line Productions
Openlands Project
Larry Patron
Sid Pazol
Phil Stefani Signature Events
Preservation Chicago
Propel Fitness Water
Pros Arts Studio
Kevin Putz @ Toolboxinc.com
Quaker Chewy Trail Mix 

Granola Bar
Rank Entertainment
Reader Matches
Dr. Lisa Roberts
Sheffield Press
Shoreline Sightseeing
Smoky Sakurada
Sportmart
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stretch Island Fruit, Inc.
The James R. Thompson Center
Treekeepers
The Twisted Spoke
U.S. EPA
Edward K. Uhlir
Shannon Vanek
Tyson Vanek
Village Cycle Center
WXRT-FM 93.1 Radio
Whole Foods
Lynn Wier
Holly Wolfe



Revenue

Membership Contributions $105,821

Corporation Contributions $  45,450

Foundation Grants $268,023

Friends of the Parks’ LATE Ride $234,469

Parks Ball $  86,615

Park Tours and Special Events $    5,570

Earth Share of Illinois $    3,220

Misc./Interest $    1,451

Total $750,619

Expenses

Education/Member Services $138,273

Volunteers in Parks Program $  97,668

Citizen Advocacy in Parks $128,003

Policy and Research Program      $129,860

Friends of the Parks’ LATE Ride   $162,911

Parks Ball $  35,359

Park Tours and Special Events $    3,949

Forest Preserves Program $  29,932

Seed Grant Program $    6,000

Administration $  77,288

Total $809,243

(Deficiency) Excess Revenue ($58,624)

Over Expenses

Fund Balance

Beginning of Year $206,580

End of Year $147,956

Financial 
Statement

October 1, 2003 – 

September 30, 2004

Chicago parks
represent a
much-needed
respite from
urban life.



Friends of the Parks helps residents with questions, prob-
lems and issues concerning their neighborhood parks. If
you have concerns you wish to discuss or help solve, you
may contact us in one of the following ways:

Phone (312) 857-2757
Fax: (312) 857-0656

Websites
www.fotp.org

www.lateride.org

Address
55 E. Washington

Suite 1911
Chicago, IL 60602

Yes! I’ll help preserve, protect 
and improve Chicago’s parks.
Sign me up as a member today! Enclosed is my contribution.

L $25 Student/Senior L $50 Family L $500 Benefactor

L $35 Individual L $100 Patron L $1,000 Frederick Law

L $40 Advisory Council L $250 Conserver
Olmsted Circle

L My check payable to Friends of the Parks is enclosed.

L My company’s matching gift form is enclosed so that the value of my contribution will be multiplied

L Please charge my credit card: L Visa    L MasterCard L Discover

Account Number Expiration Date Signature

Name

Address

City State Zipcode

Telephone Number Employer (if applicable)

We’d like 

to hear 

from you!

CChhiiccaaggooÕÕss BBeesstt FFrriieenndd



Board and Staff 
Chair
Kendra Beard Gassel

Vice Chairs
James Alter
Diane F. Ciral
Kim du Buclet
Robert Feitler
Lauren Moltz
Charles P. Schwartz, Jr.

Secretary/Treasurer
Donald Young

Members at Large
Fred Bates
Joanne Bauer
Josephine Bellalta
Vanice Billups
Robert P. Gordon, M.D.
Harold Leftwich
Richard Pincus
Tom Sanberg
Sophia Sieczkowski

Anthony Belluschi
Victor Bernhard, M.D.
Stephen F. Christy
Kay Clement
Oscar O. D’Angelo
Ron DeNard
Leon M. Despres
Betsy Downs
Mark Doyle
David Eubanks
Fredda
Miriam Gonzalzles
Nancy Campbell Hays
Scott Jamieson
Robert Jones
Kitty Kurth
Fred Lebed
Connie Lindsey
Michael Moran, M.D.
Bob Muzikowski
Walter Netsch
Nancy Nugent
Dr. Serge Pierre-Louis
Alicia Pond
Patrick K. Sheehan
Allen R. Smart
Roger Taylor
Kelly Drew Townsel

Advisory Board
Baird Brown
Kenneth C. Burkhart
Sally A. Kitt Chappell
John Chavez
Karen Davis
Alyce H. DeCosta
Betsy Downs
Leon D. Finney, Jr.
Phil Fisher
Mary L. Gray
Deone Jackman
Alberta Johnson
Victoria Post Ranney
Marc Schulman
David C. Sharpe
Gerry Moss Silverstein
Roger Taylor
John P. Vaile
Lois Weisberg
Harvey Wells

Staff
Gretchen Bystedt, Director of Finance & Administration
Renee Chester, Director of Neighborhood Parks 

and Community Relations
John R. O’Connell, Director of Development
Eleanor K. Roemer, General Counsel/Public Trust & 

Policy Director
Smoky Sakurada, Office Volunteer
Sarah Strong, Membership Coordinator
Mary Eileen Sullivan, Director of Volunteers
Nancy Minster Swabb, Communications 

and Events Director
Erma Tranter, President

Annual Report
Editor: Erma Tranter
Managing Editor and Writer: Nancy Minster Swabb
Graphic Design: Janice Enloe / Cat Scratch Graphic Design

Cover photo: Janice Enloe



N
on

-P
ro

fi
t

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
U

.S
. P

os
ta

ge
P 

A
 I

 D
C

hi
ca

go
, I

lli
no

is
Pe

rm
it

 N
o.

 3
35

2

Fr
ie

nd
s 

of
 t

he
 P

ar
ks

55
 E

. W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 S
ui

te
 1

91
1

C
hi

ca
go

, I
lli

no
is

 6
06

02
CC hh

ii cc
aa gg

oo ÕÕ
ss  
BB
ee ss
tt  
FF rr
ii ee
nn dd


